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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE

Celebrating 25 Years: Welcome to
UDOLLI’s Silver Jubilee!
As Executive Director for Special Programs and Continuing Education at the
University of Dayton, it is my pleasure to welcome you to our year-long celebration
of the 25th Anniversary of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of
Dayton (UDOLLI).
Office of Special Programs
and Continuing Education
Executive Director Julie Mitchell

To set the stage for this anniversary year, here are just a few events that happened
during 1994 as our program began:
In the world:
•

Bill Clinton was President of the United States of America.

•

After three centuries of white rule, Nelson Mandela became South Africa’s first
black president on May 10, 1994.

•

On August 12, for the first time since 1904, all major league baseball players went
on strike resulting in the cancellation of the remainder of the season to include
the World Series. The strike was suspended on April 2, 1995 after 232 days, making
it the longest stoppage in MLB history and the longest stoppage in major league
professional sports at the time.

At the University of Dayton:

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE
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•

When we began in September 1994 our sponsoring department, Special Programs
and Continuing Education, offered nine seminars to 98 people. Today we conduct
on average per program 81 seminars for 836 people, serving over 2,500 members on
an annual basis.

•

We’ve enjoyed three University of Dayton Presidents in our 25 years: Brother
Raymond Fitz who remains the longest standing President in UD history; followed
by Daniel J. Curran; and now Eric Spina.

•

In 1994, the name of our program was Institute for Learning in Retirement, ILR,
to become the Lifelong Learning Institute in 2000, and finally the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute at the University of Dayton in 2004 when we became part of the
National Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Network.
Continued on next page

•

UDOLLI has been an important part of Special Programs and Continuing Education’s
community outreach mission, and an integral part of UD’s Learn, Lead and Serve
mission.

•

Since 1994, Special Programs and Continuing Education has moved six times
relocating in five different buildings.

•

When our program began in 1994, we offered seminars in classrooms on the main
campus. But as UD’s undergraduate enrollment grew, the McGinnis Center became
our home until 2014. In 2014, we started offering seminars on the University of
Dayton River Campus, Building 1700, now the Daniel J. Curran Place.

Anniversaries are like birthdays among friends with whom one shares not only the past
but also the future. The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute—a community of learners,
in keeping with the Marianist tradition of the University of Dayton—fosters a sense of
family spirit by accepting each person with loving respect, acknowledging the value and
dignity of every member. I hope you will join us as we celebrate UDOLLI’s 25th year.
The secret to our success is the partnership on which this program is founded, all of us
working together from the very beginning in the pursuit of a shared goal—to provide
exceptional opportunities for learning for the pure joy of it. It is truly a privilege for me
to share this experience with each of you. Happy Silver Jubilee!

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Meet Your New UDOLLI President, James E. Miller
My wife Jan and I started taking seminars at the McGinnis Center on the main campus
a number of years ago. We have always felt the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the
University of Dayton (UDOLLI) has exceptional characteristics and has something for
everyone, and now I have the privilege of being the new president of the board of advisors
of this fantastic organization.

UDOLLI President James E. Miller

I think as we all get older, we learn how important it is for our mental and physical
health to stay active and to keep our minds sharp. What better venue to do that than
through UDOLLI. This is an exciting and prominent organization and the people you
meet here are first class and from the top of their professions. I couldn’t be more excited
and honored to be associated with this stellar program and to be the new president
of UDOLLI and the advisory board. This fall program, I am moderating the seminar,
Vietnam—Experiences of Combat Veterans, held on Wednesdays, 12:30-2:30 p.m.,
starting September 18, 2019. I hope to see you in your UDOLLI seminars and sincerely
thank you for your participation … let’s have fun!
For those of you who would like to learn more about me, following is my biography:
Jim Miller is a former U.S. Army CW2 (Chief Warrant Officer), a Distinguished Flying
Cross recipient and a 2004 inductee in the Ohio Military Hall of Fame for Valor.
Jim was an Aircraft Commander of an UH-1D (Huey) Helicopter with the 336th Assault
Helicopter Company located at Soc Trang Army Airfield in Soc Trang, Vietnam. After his
return from Vietnam he served as a Helicopter Instructor Pilot at Ft. Wolters located at
Mineral Wells, Texas.
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Upon leaving the military in January 1970, Jim began a 30-year career in the
adhesive coated label stock industry working for Kimberly-Clark/Brown-Bridge
where he had the distinction of being the product manager that introduced the
United States Postal Service to the pressure sensitive postage stamp we still use
today. After retiring from industry, Jim used his commercial pilot license to fly
helicopters for a number of companies as the chief pilot.
Jim is a graduate of Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and speaks to civic,
military, school and fraternal organizations about his military experiences.

ZEN-TANGLED AND UNTANGLED by Shulamit H. Adler, Ph.D.

Peg Farmer’s Zentangle Art

At UDOLLI we resonate with Bernard Osher’s love of and commitment to arts and
education. Complementing the seminars and special events, our Resource Room
lounge offers artistic works, written and visual, by our members. Over the years, our
lounge wall has provided a glimpse of the interior and artistic life of visual artists who
teach and learn at UDOLLI—in sunny quilts, meticulous sketches, joyfully colored
paintings and unique photo-images.
During Fall Session 2019, we exhibit the work of Peg Farmer, who embodies Mr.
Osher’s vision and UDOLLI’s practice, melding art and education. Through her
Zentangle® seminars, she has taught and touched hundreds of participants.
Art? Discipline? Meditation? Zentangle can be all these and more. Invented by Maria
Thomas and Rick Roberts, the method and materials evolve through their efforts
and the work of 3,000 Certified Zentangle Teachers, and countless artists, tanglers
and researchers around the world. This novel activity has roots in calligraphy, and is
accessible to all ages. Tangling gives anyone the opportunity to create hand-drawn
pieces, with mindfulness, during periods of personal respite from usual activities
and concerns. Tangled objects have ranged from paper to sneakers to automobiles.
Each production provides a refreshing break, a focal point and an accomplishment.
Zentangle has found applications in art, design, self-management, rehabilitation,
healing and more.
Since 2009, Peggy, a Certified Zentangle Teacher (CZT®), has introduced us to the
practice and pleasures of Zentangle with support, encouragement and care. A
consummate teacher, Peg unfailingly focuses on participants’ learning, productions
and advancement. We are delighted to present this exhibit of her own Zentangle art!
When you view Peg’s work, take time to appreciate the intricacy, rhythm and harmony
in even the smallest pieces. Minimalist and complex at once, with lines delicate and
bold, the displayed pieces introduce us to the worlds of Zentangle and of Peg.
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UDOLLI CODE OF CONDUCT
The Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute at the University of
Dayton (UDOLLI) is a community
of learners. We continually strive
to balance the individual good of
our members with the common
good of the community.
To that end, the following Code of
Conduct for UDOLLI members
is meant to make your experience
a more positive and supportive
place of learning and community.
UDOLLI greatly appreciates your
awareness of and adherence to
the Code of Conduct.

UDOLLI Community Code of Conduct
(Guidelines for a Successful Learning Community)
As a member of the UDOLLI Community I will follow this Community Code of Conduct by:
• Attending all seminars for which I am registered so that others may have an opportunity to register
for their choice of seminars.
• Arriving on time for seminars and silencing my cell phone before the seminar begins.
• Being respectful and attentive to the moderator and participants during the seminar and not talking
to others during the presentation.
• Becoming actively involved in the discussion at hand and posing questions and comments in a voice
that can be heard by the others in the room.
• Waiting to be recognized before asking questions or making relevant comments.
• Being sensitive to and respectful of others’ religious, political and cultural viewpoints.
• Not talking loudly in the hallways or crowding around the classroom doorways while other seminars
are in session, so they are not disturbed and can easily exit at the end of the seminar session.
• Sharing my seminar feedback in the surveys at the end of seminars to better the program for all.
• Promoting UDOLLI to others who have not yet joined our community of learners and personally
welcoming new members when they are introduced at the beginning of a seminar.
• Being mindful of and not sharing information of a sensitive or confidential nature.
• Maintaining the cleanliness and appearance of our classrooms and Resource Room by properly
disposing of all food and drink products and containers.
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BARBARA DENISON: RECIPIENT OF THE OHIO
LIBRARY COUNCIL’S TRUSTEE AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE
Barbara Denison is the 2019 recipient of the Ohio Library Council’s Trustee Award
of Excellence. She will receive this award at the Ohio Library Council Convention in
Cincinnati at the OLC Awards and Honors Luncheon on Wednesday, September 25, 2019.
Barbara is very excited. She told Julie Mitchell that, “Besides her family, the things that
mean the most to her in retirement are UDOLLI and libraries!”

UDOLLI Immediate Past
President Barbara Denison

Earlier this year, OLC asked Julie Mitchell to write a letter of support for Barbara’s
nomination. Following is what Julie wrote, which gives you a clear picture of Barbara’s
innovation and leadership skills, and a true sense of her volunteerism—demonstrating
the qualities that qualified Barbara for the Award of Excellence:
“Special Programs and Continuing Education creates opportunities for lifelong learning by
providing services to adults who are 50 years of age or older, by establishing partnerships with
individuals and groups, both internally and externally to support educational goals, and by
extending the resources of the University of Dayton into the community. This mission is best
manifested in the success of our largest outreach program, the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
at the University of Dayton, and the people who volunteer their time and talent to make this
program a success. Barbara Denison is one of those special people and it is my privilege to
submit a letter of support for the OLC Board of Trustees Award of Achievement.
Advising and assisting me with the work of the UDOLLI is a Board of Advisors and seven
committees. Barbara has been actively involved in the work of the Institute, serving on most
of our committees and recently as our Advisory Board President and Chair of our Ad Hoc
Interactive Learning Committee. Barbara has demonstrated an enthusiasm for learning new
things, being creative and thinking outside the box to reach a goal which best serves the common
good for all involved. Her years of experience in the area of curriculum development, as well
as her technical expertise, have been invaluable these last few years as she works with me to
establish a plan for hybrid and online learning that will help us to connect with adults who
wish to participate in our UDOLLI programs but are unable to come to the campus. Once
we are able to realize this vision, our Osher Lifelong Learning Institute will be the first in a
nationwide network to have a strategic vision for the use of technology and distance learning.
Barbara is retiring from her position as Advisory Board President in May, 2019. Realizing
that I have a tremendous need for support and new leadership in the area of curriculum
planning for UDOLLI, Barbara has eagerly agreed to serve as a Curriculum Coordinator
for the next two years. During this time, Barbara has the opportunity to create online seminars
for our program, and as a first step in this direction will participate in our University of Dayton
E-Learning Fellows Program beginning January 2020.
Barbara is an innovator at heart. She is kind, thoughtful, a joy to know and with whom to work,
and is an enthusiastic example of lifelong learning at its best. I can think of no one more worthy
for the OLC Board of Trustees Award of Achievement.”
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ITEMS GOOD TO KNOW
•

If you love music and enjoy singing you are invited to join the Dayton Celebration
Chorus, a non-audition, four-part choir directed by Dr. Andrew Hohman
with members from all parts of the Miami Valley. Registration for Fall Session
(September 17-December 3) is currently underway. For additional information,
contact SP&CE at 937-229-2347.

•

It’s not too late to register for many of the UDOLLI Fall Program seminars.
Call 937-229-2347.

•

Effective August 5, 2019, the cafeteria hours at the Daniel J. Curran Place will
be Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Note that some cafeteria prices have
increased.

•

Identification is now required at all times when you are on Campus or when you
enter UD buildings. You will be given new name badges and tent cards during the
first week of each new program. You can discard any previous versions but keep
the plastic holder and lanyard. If you are unable to retrieve your ID items during
the first week, please contact SP&CE for further information.

•

Parking on university grounds/campus requires a valid UD permit. If ordered,
the permit will be valid for Lot R1 at Daniel J. Curran Place during the UDOLLI
term. Lot R1 is to the south and rear side of the building located at 1700 South
Patterson. Weekends are “open” parking, allowing you to park without a permit.
You may retrieve the parking permit any day of the first week of the program;
SP&CE office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

•

UDOLLI is looking for volunteers for their Sages and Seekers program. UDOLLI
members are the Sages and young international UD students are the Seekers.
Sages and Seekers team up for a weekly seminar that meets one day a week for
a 75-minute session, to expose international students to American culture and
language. The students are from around the world, from such countries as Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, South Korea and Japan. Sages learn an incredible amount about
young people and other cultures. Every session provides for themed discussion
topics one-on-one or in small groups. During the seminar, Sages and Seekers
work together on a simple project. At the last seminar the students make a
presentation on the project.
Professor Jeri Taylor, who teaches in UD’s Intensive English Program (IEP),
in the Center for International Programs, has developed training sessions for
Sages. The second training session is October 24 and 31, November 7, 14, 21 and
December 5, 7 and 10.
If you are interested in becoming a Sage, email Julie Mitchell at Jmitchell1@
udayton.edu.

•
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Julie Mitchell is working with the Curriculum Committee to plan upcoming
seminars for 2020. Julie encourages you to consider proposing a seminar, as
well as encouraging others to do the same, either now or in the future. Julie
accepts proposals throughout the year, adding them to the list for consideration
for the next available program. If you are interested in proposing a seminar, send
details about the seminar contents along with your qualifications to Julie at
Jmitchell1@udayton.edu.
Continued on next page
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•

As part of the University of Dayton New Horizons Music Program’s 20th
Anniversary, the Program is offering a series of music-related workshops.
The first one is just around the corner. Please join us as Dr. Patrick Reynolds
takes us into The Conductor’s Imagination from 10 a.m.-noon Thursday,
September 26, at Temple Beth Or. There is a limit of 100 participants for this
workshop. The workshop is free, but registration is required. To register, call
937-229-2347.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
•

UDOLLI Fall Program and 25th Anniversary Kick-Off: Sunday,
September 15, 2019. Includes Ice Cream Social.

•

UDOLLI Fall Program: September 16-November 8, 2019.

•

Bus Trip to Keeneland Racetrack in Lexington, Ky.: Thursday, October 17, 2019.

•

UDOLLI’s Got Talent: Thursday, October 24, 2019; Richard Prigozen,
Classical Guitar; Bill Lavin, Piano.

•

Legacy Writers: An Evening with the Arts Celebrating UDOLLI’s 25th
Anniversary: Thursday, November 14, 2019.

•

Self-guided tour of Festival of Trees, Ind.: Tuesday, December 3, 2019.

•

UDOLLI Winter Program: January 13-February 24, 2020.

•

UDOLLI Spring Program: March 16-May 8, 2020.

•

UDOLLI Summer Program: Thursday, May 14, 2020, includes annual meeting
and moderator appreciation luncheon; Thursday, June 11, 2020, offers speakers
and workshops.

For additional information, call 937-229-2347.
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Photo Gallery
UDOLLI SUMMER SESSION; 25TH ANNIVERSARY KICKOFF; ANNUAL MEETING
AND MODERATOR APPRECIATION LUNCHEON; BOURBON TRAIL TOUR;
MUSIC TRIVIA; LUNCH & LEARN WITH DR. SPINA; MODERATOR ORIENTATION;
CARILLON BRASS; AND BOARD MEETING
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