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Introduction to the Eighteenth Annual Leadership in Building
Communities Seminar
The seminar that resulted in this report is about the process of change. It is about learning
together the art of leadership at the local community level. It is about working in teams to
assure that the collective wisdom of the group exceeds individual insights and
contributions. It is about learning to listen to people whose communities are served, to
recognize their individual and organizational assets, and to structure actions that build on
these assets.
Leadership in Building Communities is a University of Dayton seminar for graduate
students offered by the Public Administration program and for undergraduate students
offered by the departments of Political Science and Sociology, Anthropology and Social
Work. Several learning strategies are combined to provide a distinctive and connected
seminar opportunity. Participants are introduced to asset-based community development
and learn about a neighborhood directly from its citizens, businesses, and leaders.
Participants also practice the art of working in teams to achieve shared objectives.
The participants in this seminar function as a learning organization with the
neighborhood. A neighborhood tour, two evening meetings in the neighborhood and
individual interviews bring citizen leaders and community partners together with seminar
participants to identify and explain the community’s own analysis of the past, description
or the present, and vision of the future. Additionally, each student participant keeps a
journal of the experiences.
Learning about community is among the most important tasks facing our society in the
21st century. The University of Dayton has a long tradition of building community among
ourselves and with the people of Dayton. This seminar is a serious attempt to transfer
some of our learning to the process by which neighborhoods rebuild themselves. It is also
an open admission that we have much to learn from the people and the neighborhoods
among which we live and work and go to school.
Sincerely,

Dick Ferguson

Bro. Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., Ph.D.

Donald Vermillion

Tim Shaffer

Instructor

Instructor

Instructor

Instructor
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Notice to the Reader
This report is the work of University of Dayton students enrolled in a seminar entitled
Leadership in Building Communities in the Fall 2012. Although the process that resulted
in this report involved participation by neighborhood leaders, citizens, and community
partners, the contents of this report are the sole responsibility of the student
participants. The written descriptions, analyses, and recommendations should be
understood to be those of the students, in consultation with interested individuals,
associations, and institutions.
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The City of Dayton's 2010 census population reflects 141,527 people while Walnut
Hills, which only makes up 3.5% of the City of Dayton's population, has 4,965 people.
Comparing the City of Dayton and Walnut Hills, it has been found that the City of Dayton's
population is down from the 2000 census population of 166,179, which represents a
14.8% decrease in population, while in the same time period, Walnut Hills has only seen
an 11% decrease in its population. Looking at the surrounding communities, Linden
Heights has a comparable population decrease of 10% while Twin Towers and South Park
have seen population decreases of 22% and 24% respectively. Belmont fared slightly
better with a 6% decrease, whereas Shroyer Park saw an increase in its population of 4%.
While some surrounding communities had double the population decrease and others
fared better or increased, Walnut Hills can be found in the middle. (See table 1.4 with
corresponding figure 1.9)
The greatest population decrease in Walnut Hills from 2000 to 2010 can be found
among the white population, which saw a 17% decrease in population or a total of 853
residents. Some of this loss was offset by an increase of 90% in the African American
population as well as a 430% increase in “other races” that have moved into the area,
which is reflected in table 1.2, Note 6. Since other racial groups have moved into the area,
it is important that specific groups like the Asians and Hispanics are broken down even
further. This is notable because many cultural and religious differences are grouped
together in the census and thus does not give a respective breakdown of certain
subcultures within the reported groups. These breakdowns are reflected in table 1.2,
notes 3 and 4.
The 2010 census did not specify or separate any of the Turkish immigrants that
have had an increased presence in the Dayton area. At the time of this report, there was
no official information available for Walnut Hills to include such presence. However, the
10

current Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association Secretary, Mario, said that she has seen
an increase in home purchases by the Turks and that she personally has two Turkish
families living on her street, while around the corner from her on an adjacent street she
knows of two to three Turkish families who have purchased homes.
The age groupings of Walnut Hills are virtually unchanged from the 2000 census to
the 2010 census. This aging cluster in Walnut Hills is closely matching that of the City of
Dayton and is reflected in tables 1.1 and 1.2 with corresponding figures.
Source: U.S. Census Data 2000 and 2010
Note: All corresponding data, table and figures from this source, unless otherwise noted.
http://www.cityofdayton.org/departments/pcd/Pages/CensusInformation.aspx
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Table 1.1: 2010 Demographic Data Table - Walnut Hill as Compared to City of Dayton

Dayton

Percent
Population

Walnut
Hills

Percent

141,527

---

4,965

3.5%

White

73,193

51.7%

4,192

84.4%

African American

60,705

42.9%

391

7.9%

American Indian/Alaska Native

417

0.3%

16

0.3%

Asian

1,206

0.9%

51

1.0%

Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

52

0.0%

1

0.0%

Some Other Race

1,828

1.3%

116

2.3%

Multiracial (2 or more)

4,126

2.9%

198

4.0%

Hispanic (of any race)

4,180

Note 1 Below

238

Note 1 Below

0 - 17

32,441

22.9%

1,186

23.9%

18 - 34

39,299

27.8%

1,589

32.0%

35 - 54

36,805

26.0%

1,361

27.4%

55 - 64

16,308

11.5%

477

9.6%

65+

16,674

11.8%

352

7.1%

Male

68,951

48.7%

2,530

51.0%

Female

72,576

51.3%

2,435

49.0%

Population

Population

Race

Age

Sex

Review the corresponding figure 1.1 through 1.4.
Note 1: The above Hispanic (of any race) data are integrated into the other race classifications,
and are only shown for comparison purposes.

12

Figure 1.1

Figure 1.2
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Figure 1.3

Figure 1.4
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Table 1.2: Walnut Hills Census Data, 2010 compared to 2000

Population

2000

2010

Walnut Hills Percent
Population
5,556
---

Walnut
Hills
4,965

Percent
Population
-11.0%
Note 1 Below

Race
White
African American
American Indian/Alaska Native
Asian (Note 3 Below)
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

5,045
206

90.8%
3.7%

Note 2 Below
Note 2 Below

4,192
391
16
51
1

84.4%
7.9%
0.3%
1.0%
0.0%
2.3%
4.0%

6

0.1%

Some Other Race
Multiracial (2 or more)
Hispanic (of any race) (Note 4 Below)

22
172
33

0.4%
3.1%
Note 5 Below

116
198
238

Age
0 - 17
18 - 34
35 - 54
55 - 64

1,330
1,756
1,648
353

23.9%
31.6%
29.7%
6.4%

1,186
1,589
1,361
477

23.9%
32.0%
27.4%
9.6%

65+

496

8.9%

352

7.1%

2,530
2,435

51.0%
49.0%

Sex
Male
Female

Note 5 Below

Review the corresponding figure 1.5 through 1.8,
Note 1: The City of Dayton's 2010 Census population reflects 141,527 people, which is down from a population of
166,179 people reflected in the 2000 Census. This decline in population from 2010 to 2000 represents a
decrease of 14.8%, whereas the Walnut Hills population from 2010 to 2000 represents a decrease of
11.0%.
Note 2: The 2000 Census combines both American Indian/Alaska Native and Asian for a total of 72 people.
Note 3: According to the 2010 Census, the Asian population within Walnut Hills is made up of 12 Asian Indians, 10
Pakistani, 5 Filipinos and the remainder being made up of a mix of other Asians consisting of Chinese
(except Taiwanese), Korean, Japanese, Bangladeshi, Taiwanese, Thai and Vietnamese.
Note 4: According to the 2010 Census, the Hispanic population in Walnut Hills is made up of 118 Mexicans, 27
Puerto Ricans, 26 Ecuadorians, 13 Costa Ricans, 11 Hondurans and the remainder being made up of a mix
of Cubans, Dominicans, Central Americans (excluding Mexico) South Americans and other Hispanic or
Latinos.
Note 5: The above Hispanic (of any race) data is integrated into the other race classifications, and is only shown for
comparison purposes.
Note 6: The following chart shows the percent change in Walnut Hills' racial diversity from the 2000 Census to the
2010 Census.

15

Table 1.3: Percent change in Walnut Hills' racial diversity from the 2000 Census to the 2010 Census.

Race

2000

2010

Percent Change

Population

White

5,045

4,192

17% decrease

African American

206

391

90%

American Indian/Alaska Native

72

16

Asian

See Note 2 above

51

6

1

85% decrease

Some Other Race

22

116

430%

Multiracial (2 or more)

172

198

15%

Hispanic (of any race) (Note 4 & 5 above)

33

238

620% increase

Native Hawaiian or other Pacific

Figure 1.5

Figure 1.6

16

increase

7% decrease

increase
increase

Figure 1.7

Figure 1.8

17

18
198
238

Multiracial (2 or more)

Hispanic (of any race)

1,589
1,361
477
352

18 - 34

35 - 54

55 - 64

65+

2,435

Female
49.0%

51.0%

7.1%

9.6%

27.4%

32.0%

23.9%

Note

4.0%

2.3%

0.0%

1.0%

0.3%

281

302

787

759

774

302

157

165

1

19

13

298

2,250

-22%

2,903

Twin
Towers

9.7%

10.4%

27.1%

26.1%

26.7%

Note

5.4%

5.7%

0.0%

0.7%

0.4%

10.3%

77.5%

Percent

2.05%

Percent
Dayton

1,684

1,279

2,663

2,324

1,531

152

202

25

1

52

26

303

8,872

-6%

9,481

Belmont

17.8%

13.5%

28.1%

24.5%

16.1%

Note

2.1%

0.3%

0.0%

0.5%

0.3%

3.2%

93.6%

Percent

6.70%

Percent
Dayton

544

639

1,608

1,566

1,208

189

162

125

1

49

25

264

4,939

-10%

5,565

Linden
Heights

9.8%

11.5%

28.9%

28.1%

21.7%

Note

2.9%

2.2%

0.0%

0.9%

0.4%

4.7%

88.8%

Percent

3.93%

Percent
Dayton

161

245

647

619

383

85

85

31

4

13

5

231

1,686

-24%

2,055

South
Park

7.8%

11.9%

31.5%

30.1%

18.6%

Note

4.1%

1.5%

0.2%

0.6%

0.2%

11.2%

82.0%

Percent

1.45%

Percent
Dayton

Note: The above Hispanic (of any race) data are integrated into the other race classifications, and are only shown for comparison purposes.

Review the corresponding figure 1.9.

2,530

Male

Sex

1,186

0 - 17

Age

116

1

51

16

Some Other Race

Native Hawaiian or other Pacific
Islander

Asian (Note 3 Below)

American Indian/Alaska Native

391

African American
7.9%

84.4%

4,192

White

3.51%

Percent

-11%

4,965

Percent
Dayton

Race

Population change from 2000 to
2010

Population 2010

Walnut
Hills

Table 1.4: Walnut Hills Compared to Surrounding Neighborhoods

173

230

570

1,052

305

85

51

36

0

168

11

240

1,824

4%

2,330

Shroyer
Park

7.4%

9.9%

24.5%

45.2%

13.1%

Note

2.2%

1.5%

0.0%

7.2%

0.5%

10.3%

78.3%

Percent

1.65%

Percent
Dayton
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Note: The above Hispanic (of any race) data are integrated into the other race classifications, and are only shown for comparison
purposes.

Figure 1.9

Walnut Hills Households
Table 1.5

Population

4,965

Housing Units Occupied

1,910

Average No. of Persons per Household

2.6

Note: The 2000 Census for Walnut Hills shows a population of 5,556 people with 2,288 housing units
occupied, which averages to 2.4 persons per household.
Table 1.6

Housing Units

2,382

Total

Occupied Houses
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied

1,910
1,131
779

80.0% of 2,382 housing units
59.2% of 1,910 occupied houses
40.8% of 1,910 occupied houses

Vacancy
For Rent

472
142

20.0% of 2,382 housing units
30.1% of 472 vacancy

For Sale
Other

84
246

17.8% of 472 vacancy
52.1% of 472 vacancy

Note: The 2000 Census for Walnut Hills shows a occupancy of 2,288 houses with a vacancy of 244
housing units. The 2000 Census also shows that there were 1,420 owner occupied units while
868 were renter occupied.

Table 1.7

Households by Race of Householder with a:
householder who is White alone

1,686

88.3%

householder who is Black or African American alone

124

6.5%

householder who is American Indian or Alaska Native alone

6

0.3%

householder who is Asian alone

19

1.0%

0

0.0%

36

1.9%

39

2.0%

householder who is Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
alone
householder who is Some other Race alone
householder who is two or more Races

20

1,910

Table 1.8

Households:

1,910

Total

by Household Type
Family Households
Married-couple Family
Other Family
Non-Family Households
Householder living alone

1,910
1,087
661
426
823

56.9%
60.8%
39.2%
43.1%

of 1,910 occupied houses
of 1,087 Family households
of 1,087 Family households
of 1,910 occupied houses

581

70.6%

of 823 Non-Family households

242

29.4%

of 823 Non-Family households

583

30.5%

of 1,910 occupied houses

577
312
265
6

99.0%
54.1%
45.9%
1.0%

of 583 households
of 577 Family households
of 577 Family households
of 583 households

5

83.3%

of 823 Non-Family households

1

16.7%

of 823 Non-Family households

1,327
510
349
161

69.5%
38.4%
68.4%
31.6%

of 1,910 occupied houses
of 1,327 households
of 510 Family households
of 510 Family households

817

61.6%

of 1,327 households

462
355

56.5%
43.5%

of 817 Non-Family households
of 817 Non-Family households

Householder not living alone

by presence of people under 18 years
Family Households
Married-couple Family
Other Family
Non-Family Households
Householder living alone
Householder not living alone

with no people under 18 years
Family Households
Married-couple Family
Other Family
Non-Family Households
Householder living alone
Householder not living alone
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This section focuses on families and children in the Walnut Hills Neighborhood and
the specific issues that affect them. We researched the breakdown of households and
families with and without children. We analyzed the financial factors affecting households
in Walnut Hills in comparison to surrounding neighborhoods. We also looked into what
assets the community had to offer in the way of libraries, parks and recreation and
churches. We wanted to know what assets help make up the Walnut Hills community. Our
research is on information within the past five years.
Families and Children
Drawing from the 2010 Census data, we isolated the significant data about the age
breakdown, school enrollment, family composition, and social life of the citizens of Walnut
Hills. The total population of the neighborhood is 4,793 and from the Census data
provided in figure 2.1 below, we see that there are 1,165 residents under the age of 18.
Therefore, children and young adults make up one fourth of the Walnut Hills population.
Figure 2.1

Source: 2010 Census Data
We look to Census data again in figure 2.2 which shows that of those 1,165
residents who are under the age of eighteen, 391 are under the age of five, and 331 are
between the ages of five and nine, 273 are between the ages of ten and fourteen and 170
24

are between the ages of fifteen and seventeen.
Figure 2.2

Source: 2010 Census Data
In researching school enrollment, 1,413 of all residents over the age of three are
enrolled in school. Of the population of children who attend school, 77.6% or about 1,097
attend public schools. There are 316 students enrolled in private schools making up
22.4% of the population. Broken down further; 55 children are enrolled in pre-school, 556
are in K-8, and 389 are in grades 9-12. The other 413 residents of the population enrolled
in school attend college-level institutions.
It is apparent that a large percentage of the children in the neighborhood are
enrolled in school. However, this does not account for the children who are
homeschooled. In an interview with Connie Nisonger (2012) of the Southeast Priority
Board, it was mentioned that a small percentage of the children in Walnut Hills are
homeschooled. She stated that, in fact, the Mayor of Dayton, Gary Leitzell, homeschools his
child.
Nisonger explained that family is very important in Walnut Hills. Of the 1,910
households, 1,087 are families. There are 661 married-couple families and 426 single
parent families. However, not every family household has children; only 583 households
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have one or more children under the age of 18. Among those households with children,
312 include married couples, 74 are single men, and 191 are single women.
In this same interview, Nisonger made mention of the abundance of activities
available to the children in the neighborhood. In addition to the activities provided by the
neighborhood schools and the YMCA at Cleveland Pre K-8, some of the local churches offer
programs and events for the children. Mayor Leitzell conducts a summer playgroup for
children at the Walnut Hills Park and it is open to all neighborhood children. According to
Nisonger, the residents of the Walnut Hills do not often have many complaints or issues
regarding the children in the neighborhood. She stated that the neighborhood is currently
working to rebuild some school crossings for the children walking to and from school and
she emphasized that safety is the number one priority for the residents with regards to
the children.
Household Financial Profile
In order to better understand the scope of services provided to Walnut Hills
residents, the neighborhood was compared to several surrounding neighborhoods
including Twin Towers, Linden Heights, and South Park. By comparing these
neighborhoods, the study was able to get a general idea of the amount of financial
assistance and the scope of poverty within Walnut Hills and the bordering neighborhoods.
Factors that were looked into include unemployment rate, household incomes, financial
services, and poverty. This information enables the study to see what factors most affect
those living in the Walnut Hills community. All of the information being presented is from
2010 Census data.
According to the American Community Survey (ACS) 2010 Census, in Walnut Hills
there is a 14.2% unemployment rate [Figure 2.3 shows a comparison of the Walnut Hills,
Twin Towers, South Park, and Linden Heights neighborhoods]. The rate of unemployment
26

of men in the neighborhood is 17.0% and the rate of unemployment for women 10.7%.
The median household income is $39,721 and the average income is $44,326. Even though
the median income level is not as low as other Dayton neighborhoods, 178 families are
living below the poverty line. Almost one quarter (23.5%) of the households in the
neighborhood have Social Security Incomes and 4.2% of homes have Supplemental
Security Incomes. A total of 11.5% of households in Walnut Hills do not have any earnings,
and 17.2% do not have wage or salary incomes. The ACS Census indicates that 9.3% of
households have public assistance incomes, 16.4% of households have retirement
incomes.
Figure 2.3
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Source: American Community Survey 2006-2010: Socialexplorer.com
The poverty level of families in Walnut Hills amounts to 15.3%. [A comparison of
households living in poverty within the Walnut Hills, Twin Towers, South Park, and
Linden Heights neighborhoods is depicted below in Figure 2.4]. This number includes
23.7% of children under 18 years, 18.3% of people age 18-64, and 6.5% of adults 65 and
older.
Poverty and unemployment in Twin Towers, a smaller neighborhood bordering
Walnut Hills, are significantly worse than in Walnut Hills. In Twin Towers, 21.3% of
27

people are unemployed [depicted above in Figure 2.3]; 16% of men and 25.9% of women.
The median household income is $22,528 and the average income is $27,863; both are
Figure 2.4

Percentage of Families Living in
Poverty in Local Communities
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Local communities

Source: American Community Survey 2006-2010: Socialexplorer.com
significantly lower than in neighboring Walnut Hills. Over one-third of households do not
have earnings in Twin Towers (36.2%) or wage or salary incomes (39.0%). In Twin
Towers, 30.7% of households receive Social Security Incomes and 19.2% of households
receive Supplemental Security Incomes. However, a smaller percentage (8.5%) of people
in Twin Towers receive Public Assistance Incomes than in Walnut Hills. The neighborhood
has 17.5% of households that receive retirement incomes. At 33.1%, Twin Towers has a
little more than twice the percentage of families living in poverty as Walnut Hills [depicted
above in Figure 2.4]. When broken down further, this includes 54.5% of children under 18
years, 41.1% of adults from ages 18-64, and 29.0% of adults over 65.
According to the Census data, the Linden Heights community to the east of Walnut
Hills has an unemployment rate 7.5% [depicted above in Figure 2.3]. Broken down by
gender; women have an unemployment rate of 13.0% and men have an unemployment
rate of 9.7%. The median household income for Linden Heights is $42,000 and an average
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household income of $43,378. In Linden Heights 22.4% of households do not have
earnings and 23.8% have no wage or salary incomes. Social Security Income is being
received by 26.7%. Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is received by 4.6%. Households
in the community that receive Public Assistance Income add up to 6.9% and households
with retirement income ends up being 13.4%. Several families fall below the poverty line
totaling 18.5% [depicted above in Figure 2.4]. Further broken down the number of
children under 18 living in poverty is 31.3%. The percentage of people between the ages
of 18-64 experiencing poverty is 22.8%, and people over the age of 65 experiencing
poverty equals 12.3%.
In comparison, the South Park neighborhood which is northwest of Walnut Hills,
has an unemployment rate of 11.2% [depicted above in Figure 2.3] with 29.0% not in the
labor force. More males than females are unemployed; totaling 16.7% of males and 14.5%
for females. The median household income is $31,783 and average household income is
$45,086. Compared to Linden Heights, South Park has considerably fewer households
without earnings (15.0%) and households with no wage or salary income (17.7%). The
amount of households receiving Social Security Income is 9.7% and the percentage of
households receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is 9.1%. The number of
households with Public Assistance Incomes total 6.0% and 13.4% for households with
retirement income. Households with other sources of income equal 8.1%. According to
the census, 8.2% of families live below the poverty level [depicted above in Figure 2.4].
Broken down further, this means youth under the age of 18 total 15.0%. Half of the
percentage of youth under 18 years old is in poverty in Linden Heights. Between the ages
of 18-64, 13.4% of people are living in poverty and for those above 65 in South Park
18.3% are living in poverty. In table 2.1, the Household Financial Profiles for the Walnut
Hills, Twin Towers, South Park, and Linden Heights neighborhoods are depicted.
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Table 2.1: Household Financial Profiles for the Walnut Hills, Twin Towers, South Park,
and Linden Heights neighborhoods.
Walnut Hills
14.2%
17.0%
10.7%

Twin Towers
21.3%
16.0%
25.9%

South Park
11.2%
16.7%
14.5%

Linden Heights
7.5%
9.7%
13.0%

$39,721
$44,326
11.5%
17.2%

$22,528
$27,863
36.2%
39.0%

$31,783
$45,086
15.0%
17.7%

$42,000
$43,378
22.4%
23.8%

23.5%

30.7%

9.7%

26.7%

9.3%

85.0%

6.0%

6.9%

4.2%

19.2%

9.1%

4.6%

16.4%

17.5%

13.4%

13.4%

20.8%

13.6%

81.0%

14.3%

15.3%

33.1%

8.2%

18.5%

23.7%

54.5%

1.5%

31.3%

Number of people between
18.3%
the ages 18-64 Impoverished
Number of People at age 65 or 65.0%
Older Impoverished

41.1%

13.4%

22.8%

29.0%

18.3%

12.3%

Unemployment Rate
Unemployment Rate for Men
Unemployment Rate for
Women
Median Household Income
Average Household Income
Households Without Earnings
Households Without Salary/
Wage Incomes
Households Receiving Social
Security Incomes
Households Receiving Public
Assistance Incomes
Households Receiving
Supplemental Security
Incomes
Households Receiving
Retirement Incomes
Households Receiving Other
Kinds of Incomes
The Number of Families
Living in Poverty
Number of Children under the
Age of 18 Impoverished

Source: American Community Survey 2006-2010: Socialexplorer.com

Walnut Hills Park and Recreation
Walnut Hills Park is a great asset for the Walnut Hills community to utilize. Below is
its location in the neighborhood. Being the only park in the neighborhood, it is used for
family gatherings, informal youth recreation, and meetings with friends. The park has many
assets including playground equipment, a splash park, a pavilion, basketball courts, and
tennis courts. It is also equipped with a hockey rink which is in need of repairs, a baseball
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diamond, and open green space. The park
could be better maintained, but finding
funding to do so is a challenge. The hockey
rink is dilapidated and tagged with graffiti;
the roof of the pavilion could use a coat of
paint; and the grass gets a little long. The
baseball diamond is underused and unscheduled. This is surprising because baseball
fields can be used for a variety of games such as large organized games of baseball,
kickball and home run derbies, to name a few.
The lack of organized activity potentially has to do with a lack of equipment among
families for the Walnut Hills neighborhood. Sporting equipment is expensive to not only
buy in the first place, but to re-stock when it gets old or broken is an upkeep cost that is
hard to maintain. Fortunately, as of September 14, 2012, a monetary pledge to renovate
the hockey rink has been made by a community member, Will Smith, who wants to
dedicate the rink to a commendable police officer.
Safety is a concern related to the park. There is graffiti on park property, and
garbage cans are often found to be knocked over. This may suggest that undesirable
people are attracted to the park at later hours. Older kids tend to tear up the spray park
and other areas of the park more than the younger kids, according to the Walnut Hills
Neighborhood Association. This leaves the nice aspects of the park to be in poor
conditions. Police have been asked to patrol the park at night.
Members of the community enjoy the park in general, despite the problems. For
example, a group of friends gathers every Wednesday evening to play horseshoes.
Children gather to play pickup games of basketball. When it is warm out, the splash pad is
a definite asset. The pavilion can be rented out for gatherings such as birthday parties for
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a fee of $100 by any community member. It is rented in advance an average of about 20
times a year. There is a grill to allow for cookouts as well as restrooms. Walnut Hills Park
is a great place to see the Dayton Fourth of July fireworks display. Having green space in a
community is valued by many people who enjoy the outdoors and having the option to
enjoy some favorite pastimes. Some reviews of the park, as listed by anonymous users on
Google Maps, have stated that it is large, with a great view of the city, especially in the
autumn, and the splash pad is kept clean.
There is an annual Festival at the Park that is especially popular. Six hundred
attendees took part in last year’s festivities. It was paid for in part by the Southeast
Priority Board, and the rest was collected through several fundraisers. The City of Dayton
does not give grant money for this event. The presence of parents makes this event safe
and fun for all ages. Booths are set up by various organizations and include food and
games. An Easter egg hunt is also held at the park some years. The only involvement the
city has in Walnut Hills Park is that it mows the grass, although this does not happen as
often as optimally preferred by the community. Otherwise, Walnut Hills Park is entirely
maintained by the community, specifically the members of the Walnut Hills Neighborhood
Association.
Elsewhere in Dayton, there are formal activities for children to engage in through
its Recreation and Youth Services program. There is a program guide with an abundance
of sports, clubs, and other activities for children or adults to take part in, ranging from
aquatics to team sports, golf, and community events. These programs are held at facilities
throughout the city of Dayton: Lohrey Recreation Center, Northwest Recreation Center,
and Greater Dayton Recreation Center being the most popular. Unfortunately for Walnut
Hills’ residents, these programs cost money and are not as convenient as Walnut Hills
Park. Dayton’s Recreation and Youth Services programs are not held at Walnut Hills Park.
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There is also no parking within the park.
Cleveland Neighborhood School
Center has after-school programs to keep
kids active and engaged in healthy and
productive activities as one of Dayton’s
Neighborhood School Centers. Activities
include annual field trips, an art studio,
choir, drama club, and field day. There are also math Olympics, a science fair, student
council, and sports. In conjunction with the YMCA and four other Neighborhood School
Centers, sports are brought to the students in the form of intramurals or organized sports.
Sports include bowling, track and field, football, basketball, and volleyball. The YMCA does
not use Walnut Hills Park for its programs like they have in the past due to a lack of
interest by the community. They did a trial run by trying to start a youth soccer league in
2008, but it failed due to the inaccessibility of Walnut Hills Park, the difficulty in
consistently gathering participants, and the grass not being dependably mowed.
Catering to the active needs of children is important in any neighborhood. Walnut
Hills is especially aware of this because of its age distribution. A total of 16.6 percent of
Walnut Hills residents are over the age of three and enrolled in K- 12 schools. In the
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association meetings, maintaining the park is definitely
portrayed as a priority. Annual events that are planned by the community are important
to the kids and neighborhood as a whole. To instill pride in the community, keep kids out
of trouble, and stay healthy, parks and recreation are vital to Walnut Hills.
The East Branch Dayton Metro Library
The approximate population served by East Branch is 24,084. The library has
36,000 books and movies in its collection. The average circulation over the past few years
33

is 140,000 items per year. The average number of visits to
the library each year is 117,000. The average number for
computer usages per year is 30,000, with a monthly
average of 2,500. Many of customers walk to the library
and are from the Walnut Hills neighborhood.
East Branch has offered many successful programs
in the past. These include business planning and other Service Corp of Retired Executives
(SCORE) programs. They also offer travel and history programs presented by a local
historian. Computer classes include the basics of using the computer, the internet,
Microsoft Office software and E-mail. There is a also craft program (with all materials
supplied by the library) for scrapbooking, beadwork, etc. In the past, the library has
offered animal programs with live animals. Children’s programs include stories, games,
and crafts. The library provides a special program called PAWS to Read, in which children
read out loud to service dogs to improve students’ reading skills. Craft and game days
specifically for teens are also offered. The most popular are the programs where they
construct things such as tin can windup toys, learn magic tricks or play life size board
games. The library also presents family movie nights on occasion.
The East Branch conducts a program called Summer Reading Club which focuses
on both children and adults. The library has provided a special area for children and
adults to learn from and discuss with each other. This program is aiming to get kids away
from television and video games and hooked on reading books instead. This branch
provides an English language class named “Small Talk for English” for immigrants looking
to practice and improve their skills or to learn the language from ground up. In addition,
there is a computer technology class for adults who are looking to hone their computer
skills.
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Another very successful program is called “Banned Books Week” that has been
offered for almost eight years in the branch. This is a program that many libraries across
the country host during National Banned Book Week. Library partners are encouraged to
express their right to freedom of speech by reading certain controversial books
highlighted by the library. Also, the library prints library journals once a month to notify
patrons about what programs are going on during the next period. These journals are also
used to acquire information and suggestions from residents and attract more people to
join their activities.
Due to the new Dayton Metro Library renovation plan, the future of East Branch
will be determined by a bond issue. The branch will be combined with the Belmont branch
in the future. Combined, they will become a newer, larger and more abundant library with
28,000 persons served; much more Internet equipment, quiet spaces for sitting and
reading, meeting rooms and parking lots. But the library will no longer be located in the
Walnut Hills neighborhood.
Walnut Hills Church Communities
There are three churches in the Walnut Hills neighborhood: Church on the Rock,
Ohmer Park United Methodist Church, and the
Colorado Avenue Baptist Church. All three churches
are very involved in the Walnut Hills community and
continue to work to bring people together.
Church on the Rock is located at 321 Edgar
Avenue in the Walnut Hills neighborhood. They are
open for business hours Tuesday-Friday from
10:00am to 2:00pm. A worship service takes place at 10:30am on Sundays. There are
Prayer Nights on Tuesdays at 6:00pm and Rock Kids Sunday takes place during regular
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Sunday worship at 10:30am. This church is very involved in the neighborhood and is the
location of the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association meetings on the second Monday of
every month. The church also holds a community Thanksgiving dinner every year. The
meal is free and the entire neighborhood is welcome to attend to share the meal and enjoy
the live music.
Ohmer Park United Methodist Church is located at 1357 Arbor Avenue in the
Walnut Hills neighborhood. They are open for normal business hours from 8:30 am to
1:30pm Monday through Friday. Worship service and Sunday school are Sundays at
9:15am. They are members of the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church.
They hold a Fall Bazaar and Luncheon in November and the entire neighborhood is
invited to attend. The Bazaar offers an assortment of vendors selling crafts, jewelry,
beauty products, food, etc. Activities such as corn hole are available for the kids to play
and the luncheon is free for attendants and provided by the church. Ohmer church also
holds a Vacation Bible School in the month of July for kids ages 3-12.
Colorado Avenue Baptist Church is located at 101 Heaton Avenue in the Walnut
Hills neighborhood. The senior pastor is Rob Wackerman. A worship service is held at
10:30am on Sundays and Sunday school is at 9:30am on Sundays. Bible study meets
Tuesdays at 6:30pm and their website describes it as an informal Bible study with
opportunity to share for all. The church also offers several youth programs including
youth fellowship on Sundays at noon and youth Bible study on Wednesday evenings at
5:30pm. The worship service is described as “loving fellowship, tradition and informal
combined, Biblically based.” The Colorado Church is very involved in the community and
has been active on the community blog as well. Several posts have been made by the
pastor concerning different events being held at the church. Most recently they planned a
memorial service to honor all those who have given the ultimate sacrifice and died while
36

serving our country. The memorial was held at “The Triangle” behind Westbrook Funeral
Home. The Belmont High School Navy JROTC, Honor Guard and Color Guard were present
and performed at the ceremony. The church also collaborated with the neighborhood to
hold an Easter egg hunt at the Walnut Hills Park. The entire neighborhood was invited and
the church provided hot dogs after the event for the kids. Colorado Church also hosts a
Community Days event in July inviting all community members to join them at the church
for a cook out and free games.
The Gar Drolma Buddhist Center is located at 1329 Creighton Avenue in the Walnut
Hills Neighborhood. The center was founded in 2002 by His Eminence Garchen Rinpoche.
According to its website, the center has Buddhist teachers in residence and frequently
visiting. The center is very active with one or more events taking place almost every day.
On Mondays they hold Chenrezig Practice from 6:00 – 7:30pm. Every Tuesday they teach
non-denominational mediation from 6:00 - 7:00pm. On Wednesdays they offer open
meditation practice from 6:00-6:30pm and a beginners Buddism class from 6:30-7:30pm.
Thursdays they again offer the Chenrezig practice from 6:00-7:30pm. Friday the center is
closed and on Saturday they hold Vajrayogini practice from 4:00-5:00pm. Sundays the
Temple opens at 8:30 am, silent meditation is from 9:00-9:45am on the upper level and
newcomer orientation is held on the lower level at the same time. From 10:00-11:15am on
Sundays they offer White Tara and Achi practice and from 11:30am-12:30pm they offer a
Dharma discussion. They also offer several retreats a year and invite all members of the
community to attend when a Buddhist teacher is visiting. The center also offers Buddha
school on Sundays from 10:00-11:30am for children ages 6 through 12 and a group for
teens ages 13-16 called The Pathfinders which meets every Sunday from 2:00-3:00pm.
Persons of all religious denominations are welcome.
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Walnut Hills provides wonderful services to the families and children of the
community. Family is a big part of Walnut Hills. The churches and worship centers provide
many services for the families outside of religious services. The library offers many
successful programs to the citizens. And though the Walnut Hills Park is experiencing
some difficulties in maintenance, it has the potential to be a wonderful asset to the
community. We also saw the scope of financial struggles occurring in the community and
assistance being provided to many households. With a little help, Walnut Hills can
overcome the present obstacles, take advantage of their community assets and become a
very successful neighborhood.
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Cleveland PreK-8
In the Fall 2006 student
report, the residents of Walnut
Hills reported a lack of youth
programs, family networking, and
parent organizations. During that
year, a new Cleveland PreK-8 was
under construction and had been designated as one of the five Neighborhood School
Centers (NSC). These NSCs are the centers of neighborhoods, serving as healthy places of
learning for children and families. NSCs are where student success is strengthened,
parents are engaged, and supportive neighborhoods are built. At the heart of the NSC
strategy is the site coordinator, a relationship builder who forges partnerships that align
community resources to benefit the school, students, families, and the neighborhood. The
construction and designation of Cleveland as a NSC in 2007 was a promising response to
the concerns of residents. Since that time, Cleveland has had three different principals
and three site coordinators. The NSC strategy has evolved and been embraced by Dayton
Public Schools as part of the district’s REACH model and an effective way to achieve the
four academic non-negotiables: kindergarten readiness, third grade students reading on
grade level, successful transition to high school, and college and career readiness. This
year, Cleveland has been designated by the Ohio Department of Education as a Focus
School. While still indicating a need for improvement in proficiency and graduation rate
gaps, this designation is one step higher than that of Priority School.
Kindergarten Readiness
In order to collect a standard amount of data and allow teachers to identify early
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reading skills, the Ohio Department of Education has created the Kindergarten ReadinessLiteracy Assessment (KRA-L). KRA-L tests students in skill areas related to reading,
including answering questions, sentence repetition, rhyming identification and rhyming
production, letter identification and initial sounds. Results are beneficial to teachers as
they plan classroom literacy experiences. It is important to note that this is not an
“entrance examination” but rather a measure of skills. KRA-L must be administered no
earlier than four weeks before school begins and no later than October 1st, in order to
collect the most uniform data possible (Usselman, 2012).
According to the Ohio Department of Education Website’s section on the K-RAL
assessment, students receive a composite score (0-29) and scores are grouped into three
categories:
In the past five years, Dayton Public Schools have had fairly consistent results. The
highest percentage of students fall into Band 2 (assess for targeted instruction) with the
numbers beginning at 40.5% in the 2006-2007 school year and slowly increasing to
42.3% in the 2010-2011 school year. The percentage of students placing in the third
band, who are to be assessed for gifted instruction has hovered around 18-20% over the
last five years, most recently at 19.1% for the 2010-2011 school year. Similarly, the
number of students placing in band 1 (assess broadly for intense instruction) has hovered
around the same percentages, fluctuating a small amount each year, some years higher
and some lower. Between the years of 2006 and 2011, the percentages have fluctuated
between 37.4% and 41.8%, most recently recorded at 38.5% for the 2010-2011 school
year.
Below is a chart displaying the K-RAL scores for all Montgomery County schools
compared to scores for Cleveland PreK-8 in particular. In band 3, Cleveland’s scores are
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Table 3.1: K-RAL Scores for Montgomery County and Cleveland School
KRAL Percent
By Band
(District)

KRAL BANDS

School Year

Band 1

Band 2

Band 3

Assess broadly
for intense
instruction

Assess for
targeted
instruction

Assess for
enriched
instruction

Montgomery
County

2010-2011

38.50%

42.30%

19.10%

Cleveland
School

2010-2011

33.3%

38.9%

27.8%

Band 1 (0-13): Assess broadly for intense instruction
Band 2 (14-23): Assess for targeted instruction
Band 3: (27-29): Assess for enriched instruction
Source: http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/

significantly higher than the overall scores for Montgomery County, showing that in the
2010-2011 school year, more children at Cleveland school were ready for enriched
instruction than at other schools in the Dayton district on average. Accordingly,
Cleveland’s percentage of school children needing intense instruction is lower than the
overall scores for Montgomery County. Cleveland’s highest percentage was in band 2,
although not by much. Currently, one-third of the students entering kindergarten at
Cleveland PreK-8 are not ready to succeed without “intensive” intervention. The
Kindergarten readiness rate seems to be connected to the performance index of Cleveland
PreK-8. (Figure 3.8 shows a comparison of the Performance Index of Cleveland PreK-8 in
relation to the district). Cleveland PreK-8 has been at the Academic Watch designation for
the past five years.
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After-School Programs
YMCA after care is provided at Cleveland
PreK-8 every day from 2:50 pm to 6:00 pm and
offers free programs such as YMCA Soccer for
Success, Reading with Art – Art Literacy Club,
and EMPOWER–Girl’s Club with University of
Dayton Solidarity Club. Another program offered is Reading Buddies, which occurs during
third grade lunch/recess. When asked how Cleveland goes about selecting the programs,
Site Coordinator Mary Case stated that UD interns pick the programs with her help,
keeping in mind Dayton Public Schools’ PreK-8 “nonnegotiables,” which are for Cleveland
Kindergarten readiness, third grade reading, and transition to high school. The turnout
rate for each after-school program is typically 15-30 students, with the exception of the
soccer program, which has about 55 students involved. In addition to the daily/weekly
programs, there are also one-time events Cleveland offers such as Welcome Open House
for community members, International Walk to School Day, Trunk or Treat, Garden Fall
Clean Up, UD Christmas on Campus, City Folk Residency, and others. The site coordinator
remarked that Cleveland is constantly adding and changing things to their programming
(Case, personal communication, September 17, 2012). About half of their programming,
like Trunk or Treat, is similar to the activities they have done in the past, but they have
created a few new programs to meet the current needs of the students.
Partners and Programs
Our team wanted to get a sense of what partners and programs Cleveland School
has had since the report in 2006. The following list of partners and programs involved
with the school was provided by Cleveland’s Site Coordinator, Mary Case.
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Figure 3.1: Cleveland PreK-8 Partners & Programs
Partners
Programs
YMCA of Greater Dayton (Lead Non-Profit
Soccer for Success
Partner)
University of Dayton (Interns and Volunteers) Reading Buddies
Fitz Center for Leadership in Community

EMPOWER Girl’s Club

Memorial Presbyterian Church

13 Days of Reading

Holy Angels Church

Family Cafes

East Branch Library

School Supply Donations

Ohmer Park United Methodist Church
2nd Street Optimist Club

Clothing Donations
ESL Translation Services

Global 2 Local Translation Experts

Creating Healthy Communities

Public Health—Dayton and Montgomery
County
Project READ

WatchDOGS

Christian Life Center

Walk to School Day

Shoes for the Shoeless

Reading with Art

Dayton Police Department

Reading Tutors

Altrusa Club of Dayton

Christmas on Campus

Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association

Trunk or Treat

SuperMOMS

Five Rivers Metro Parks
City Folk
Fuel UP to Play 60
Safe Routes to School
Dayton Children’s Hospital
CLIF Kids
Safe Routes to Schools
This population map is a display of the distribution of students attending
Cleveland Neighborhood School Center. This shows that there is a high concentration of
Cleveland students in the Walnut Hills Neighborhood. One significant trend that has
developed since the 2006 report is an increase in students walking to school. Ms.
Jessica Mullen is currently in her fourth year of teaching at Cleveland and said that only
five students in her class are bused to school compared to 15 students in her first
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Figure 3.2

year. Ms. Jill Moberley, public information officer with Dayton Public Schools, gave our
team information about “riders” (those who are bused to school) versus “nonriders” (those who walk or are taken to school by their parents). This year at Cleveland,
53.8% of students are “non-riders.” Parents have been pleased with the increase in
walkers at Cleveland, but also shared some safety concerns. According to them, local
motorists are not attentive enough and have not adjusted their driving to the increased
number of students crossing the street. Efforts at better signage have not proven entirely
successful. There is a conversation among some parents, however, to petition the
neighborhood and city for speed bumps that could improve the situation.
Safe Routes to Schools is a nationwide program that began in 1997 in the Bronx,
New York. The program really took hold after national legislation was passed in 2005,
starting a program aimed at creating a safe environment in which children could walk to
and from school within cities across the country (Safe Routes to School, 2012). Within the
Dayton Public Schools, these efforts are centered mostly around the Neighborhood School
Centers, of which Cleveland PreK-8 is one. Talks of a program at Cleveland began in late
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2007, with the first wave of actual data collected in the fall of 2008. In the original travel
plan, citing records from Fall 2008 Travel Tallies, the breakdown of students’ travel
methods is seen in figure 3.3.
Figure 3.3

In the school year 2006-2007, the Dayton Public School Transportation records
showed that 54.4% of students within a two-mile radius of Cleveland carpool or bike/
walk to school. According to Principal Laura Busse and a conversation Dayton Public
Figure 3.4

Source : “Cleveland PK-8 School Travel Plan”
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Schools’ Public Information Officer, Jill Moberley, enrollment at Cleveland is currently 470
students, and the number of non-bus riders continues to hover just over 50%.
This 2-mile radius, the area above shaded in purple, spans the Walnut Hills
neighborhood, along with a vast amount of area in surrounding neighborhoods. According
to the 2008 Travel Plan, 187 Cleveland students were living within 1 mile (the darker
shade of purple) and 304 students lived within 2 miles of the school (the lighter shade of
purple) during the plan’s creation.
Among the students enrolled at Cleveland PK-8 during the Fall of 2008 and 2010,
there was a bi-annual tally taken to document which mode of transportation families
utilized in order to transport their children to and from school. During both tallies, the
school bus and family vehicle were the most utilized, making up over 80% of travel tallies.
However, the most notable change from 2008 to 2010 is the decrease in both carpool and
family vehicle transportation modes, with this leading to an 8-9% percentage point
Figure 3.5: Fall 2008, Morning and Afternoon Travel Modes

Table 3.2
Number Walk
Bike
School
of Trips
Bus
Morning
407
10%
2%
40%
Afternoon 397
11%
2%
39%
Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

Family
Vehicle
43%
43%

Carpool

Transit

Other

5%
5%

0%
0%

0%
0%
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increase in the number of families that participated in walking to school during the fall of
2010. This increase would suggest that the Safe Routes to Schools program is slowly
gaining ground, becoming a more well-known and utilized program for safely and
efficiently transporting children to and from school.
Figure 3.6: Fall 2010, Morning and Afternoon Travel Modes

Table 3.3

Morning

Number Walk
of Trips
803
19%

Afternoon 621

19%

Bike

Family
Vehicle
37%

Carpool

Transit

Other

2%

School
Bus
40%

1%

0.7%

0.1%

2%

41%

36%

2%

0.5%

0.5%

Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
Within the 2008 travel plan created by the City of Dayton, there are several issues
raised that make utilizing Safe Routes to School less feasible. These include: traffic
accidents, unpatrolled or ignored crosswalks, missing sidewalks, crime, and inadequate
bicycle space (Ervin, 2008). Of parents surveyed in 2010 and 2012, table 3.4, shows their
most common concerns.
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Table 3.4: Parent Survey
Concern

2010 Number of parents
2012 Number of parents (54
(193 total parents surveyed) total parents surveyed)

Crossing Guards

84

34

Adult Accompaniment

92

33

Safety of Intersection/ Crosswalks 124

48

Sidewalks/paths

86

29

Speed of Traffic

121

47

Amount of Traffic

120

50

Violence/Crime

133
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Perspectives: Increased Parent Involvement, More Walkers, and Greater
Neighborhood Engagement
We sought out the perspectives of Cleveland’s lead non-profit partner, parents,
teachers, and students, to get a sense of Cleveland’s progress over the last five years. In
these conversations, three key themes emerged: increased parent involvement, more
students walking to school, and greater neighborhood engagement. These themes point
to the NSC concept taking root at Cleveland and achieving some success.
Over the past five years, parental involvement has increased at Cleveland
School. Gayle Horton, the executive director of the Downtown YMCA (Cleveland’s lead
non-profit partner as a Neighborhood School Center), said that parental involvement was
strong when she first started working with Cleveland and has increased over the last five
years. Horton credited the work of three different principals, all who have worked well
with parents. Ms. Jessica Mullen, a teacher and third and fourth grade cluster leader at
Cleveland, also commented on parental involvement. She said, “We have a very strong
parent group that’s willing to do anything for the school.” Parents are involved in many
things: volunteering in the classrooms, Supermoms, WatchDOGS, Family Cafes, and
fundraisers. The Community Education Council (CEC) is active, involved, and ambitious
49

with many projects to support students and the school. A group of parents including
Monica Fine said they have seen increased parental involvement through personal
invitations, which has helped make Cleveland an even more positive place. Recently,
some concerned parents raised the issue of bullying in the school. Principal Busse,
partnering with local law enforcement, has responded to this issue by creating
opportunities for students and staff to better understand and address this issue. In this
instance and so many others, increased parental involvement has clearly been a strength
and asset of Cleveland PreK-8.
Neighborhood engagement was one more topic, which surfaced in several
interviews. Parents said that the connection between the school and community has been
strengthened through several different meetings. They feel that the neighborhood is
getting acclimated to school activities and vice versa. Ms. Mullen said that the
Neighborhood School Center concept, with the presence of the site coordinator, has
contributed to positive developments at Cleveland. Ms. Horton with the YMCA of Greater
Dayton believes that the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association has strong leadership,
good attendance, and has seen increased involvement over the years. Horton also
highlighted two important neighborhood assets: Walnut Hills Park and nearby Cleveland
Park where the YMCA Soccer Program is currently being run. These parks have had
different levels of attention paid to them throughout the years, and Horton believes that
increased attention and care to these parks will benefit the neighborhood.
When asked about their experience over the last five years, a group of 8th grade students
at Cleveland commented on changes in building leadership, which have created a stricter
environment with higher standards. Students noted the added presence of security guards on
campus, the blocking of non-academic websites on school computers, and the
departmentalization of their classes.
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St. Anthony Catholic School
St. Anthony Catholic School, located in the adjacent Linden Heights neighborhood, is
just half a mile from Cleveland PreK-8. According to Dayton History’s website, “St. Anthony
Parish was established in September 1913 in response to the rapid growth of southeast Dayton
after the 1913 flood.” St. Anthony Catholic School opened a year later in 1914. This school
year, 177 students are enrolled at St. Anthony’s. Dawn Walters, who works in the school
office, believes that 108 of these 177 students (61%) live within the boundaries of Walnut Hills
Neighborhood.
Belmont High School
Belmont High School is located on
Wayne Avenue, across from the Walnut Hills
neighborhood and serves around 1,000
students. The Ohio Department of Education
evaluates schools and designates a rating upon
the various schools across the state. The six designations are Excellent with Distinction,
Excellent, Effective, Continuous Improvement, Academic Watch and Academic Emergency.
Belmont has been designated Academic Watch since 2005. The Ohio Department of
Education designates this depending upon state indicators, such as the performance index
and adequate yearly progress. Belmont’s designation is a result of its State Indicators
being between 31-49.9%, a Performance Index of 70-79.9 and an unmet Adequate Yearly
Progress report. The Performance index is a weighted average that includes all tested
subjects, grades and untested students. This index reflects the achievement of every
student enrolled for the full academic year (see Performance Index in figure 3.8).The
Adequate is a federally required measure, applied to 10 student groups (All Students,
Economically Disadvantaged, Asian/Pacific Islander, Black (non-Hispanic), American
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Indian/Alaska Native, Hispanic, Multi-Racial, White (non-Hispanic), Students with
Disabilities, and Limited English Proficient) If any one of these groups does not meet AYP
then the whole school does not meet AYP. (Ohio Department of Education, 2012).
Table 3.5: 2010-2011 AYP Determination by Indicator:
Reading Proficiency

Not met

Math Proficiency

Not met

Reading Participation

Met

Math Participation

Met

Graduation Rate

Not met

AYP Determination for Belmont High
School

Not met

The Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) is the high school examination given to
sophomores in the state of Ohio. Students must pass all five sections (Reading,
Mathematics, Writing, Science, and Social Science) in order to graduate. Students are
allowed multiple opportunities to pass these sections. The Ohio state standard for the OGT
is 85%. Belmont students dropped in percentages in every subject since the 2008-2009
academic year. The only passing rating was in reading in 2008-2009.
Table 3.6: Ohio Graduation Tests (11th Grade)
*Cumulative results for students who took tests as 10th or 11th graders
Reading

2007-2008
74.0%

2008-2009
*86.6%

2009-2010
74.2%

2010-2011
74.4%

Mathematics
Writing
Science
Social Science

68.3%
78.0%
55.4%
62.4%

75.4%
82.5%
63.2%
73.7%

75.8%
80.8%
56.7%
63.3%

70.9%
73.0%
50.6%
62.3%

The following charts show the past trends for the Dayton Public Schools while
focusing on Cleveland PreK-8 and Belmont High School. We wanted to get a general
overview of the data available to use over the past five years. We agreed that it would be
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most important to look at data such as graduation rates, academic performance and
school attendance of these schools. We also thought it would be important to include the
overall district results so that we would have an overall base to compare the results to.
This way we could better see where either Cleveland PreK-8 or Belmont High School is
struggling and that way the community could identify action plans to address these areas.
We also looked at the performance indexes of Cleveland PreK-8, Belmont High School, and
the district as a whole.
Graduation Rates
Belmont’s graduation rate has fluctuated within the past years, with its lowest
percentage being in 2009-2010. There have been many studies that have linked
graduation rates with the probability of obtaining steady employment. On average,
Belmont has had lower graduation rates than the district and we have identified this as an
issue linked with student success.

Figure 3.7: Graduation Rates 2006-2010
Belmont HS
2006-2007
70.7%
2007-2008
74.0%
2008-2009
76.2%
2009-2010
69.4%

District
82.8%
83.1%
79.8%
84.4%

Performance Index
We wanted to see how well the schools were doing with the state standards so that
we can brainstorm ways to improve student success. Both Belmont and Cleveland PreK-8
have received the academic watch designation for the past five years. While the yearly
performance index might not be the most accurate representation of student success, it
give insight to which schools are struggling academically.
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Figure 3.8: Performance Index
*Denotes Academic Watch rating
**Denotes Academic Emergency Rating
Cleveland PreK-8

Belmont HS

District

2006-2007

69.4**

72.9*

71.5*

2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011

70.9*
73.3*
72.1*
76.1*

72.8*
70.0*
70.2*
73.7*

70.0*
70.8*
72.6*
75.9*

Attendance Rates
The following chart shows the daily percentage of attendance in Cleveland PreK-8
and Belmont High School. The average for the district is also included to compare the two
schools with the district as a whole. Belmont’s average attendance is significantly lower
than the district average and Cleveland’s average. Low attendance rates can hinder
student success and we have identified attendance as an issue that could be addressed.

54

Figure 3.9: Attendance Rates
Cleveland PreK-8
2006-2007
91.5
2007-2008
91.8

Belmont HS
85.5
85.6

District
91.1
90.8

2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011

83.3
86.4
86.4

91.3
92.0
92.4

93.5
93.7
93.8

Leadership,
Engagement, and Safety
Karl Downing
Nia Holt
Madison Kramer
Marina LoCasto
Katie Repic
Jake Rettig
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The face of Walnut Hills has changed over the past six years. Crime has decreased,
demographics have shifted, and local businesses have supported the residents of the
neighborhood. But despite these qualities, the Walnut Hills neighborhood has an array of
important issues that residents have expressed as important to the progress of the
neighborhood. Citizen participation is not where many citizens would like it to be, and
opportunities are not always exposed or fully taken advantage of. The following sections
outline how the Walnut Hills neighborhood has changed over the past six years in terms of
demographics, crime and safety, civic engagement and citizen participation, local
businesses and partnerships, as well as what citizens have expressed as relevant issues to
the Walnut Hills area.
Associations and Citizen Participation
In examining the presence of citizen participation and civic engagement within the
community, a few key factors arose as variables. Evaluating demographic data from the
2006 student report on Walnut Hills suggests there was an overwhelming presence of
Caucasian residents. However, Dayton has assumed quite an influx of immigrants.
According to the 2006 report, 56.4% of the foreign born population arrived to the Walnut
Hills area after 1990, which was higher than the 47.6% that arrived to Dayton as a whole.
This number is to be examined more in depth with current census statistics, since the
2011 “Welcome Dayton” plan that embraces individuals of various nations and cultures in
order to revitalize the city, and hopefully promote economic revitalization. In a Huffington
Post 2011 article, Mayor Gary Leitzell “told the city commission before the vote that
immigrants ‘bring new ideas, new perspectives, and new talent to our workforce…to
reverse the decades-long trend of economic decline in this city, we need to think
globally.’” (Huffington Post, 2011) Since the policy implementation, the city has seen an
influx in foreign-born individuals. It is to be examined the direct effects the Walnut Hills
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area has experienced as a result of “Welcome Dayton” plan, since Walnut Hills already
held a sizable percentage of immigrants prior to this policy change. Mayor Leitzell
acknowledges the presence of Turkish immigrants in the Dayton area in his blog and
states that:
“here in Dayton the Ahiska population has more than doubled in two and a half
years. Ten percent of the total Ahiska refugee population of the United States is right
here in the heart of America. It only makes sense to encourage business relationships
with their mother country since we already have a workforce that speaks the native
language making the transition for any Turkish business that much easier.” (Leitzell,
2012)
Though there is no record of an Ahiska mosque in the Walnut Hills area, there
several mosques in the Dayton area. A local pizza shop “New York Pizza” is located on
Wayne Avenue in the Walnut Hills area, and is owned by Turkish immigrants.
In terms of examining some of the additional local efforts of Walnut Hills’ citizens,
one can examine the Walnut Hills’ neighborhood association newsletter archive. The most
recent posts advertised a recent festival in the Walnut Hills Park, a chili cook-off, an Easter
egg-hunt for children, tire dumping concerns, yard waste disposal, Veterans memorial,
and the most recent event, an alley sweep. The neighborhood association leaders are all
returning leaders. However, with the resigning of the neighborhood association vice
president, a position remains vacant. In terms of attendance at neighborhood meetings,
the September meeting drew in 12 members of the community that were not seminar

Source: Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association website: http://walnuthills.blogspot.com/
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students or on the executive board. Participants are asked to sign in upon arrival, but
there is no formal archive of attendance records.
In terms of identifying civic engagement, it is important to recognize the role of the
lay Marianist community within the Walnut Hills area. The geographic proximity of the
neighborhood to the University of Dayton has led to development of a small lay Marianist
community from campus to Walnut Hills. In October, they hosted a pumpkin carving at
their house for kids in the neighborhood. They collaborated with the Stonemill-Kiefaber
Marianists, the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association, and the Mission of Mary
Cooperative and according to their Facebook page “23 kids came by to carve a pumpkin,
drink cider, roast pumpkin seeds, and just have a good time!” This event is an example of
the relationships forming among groups within the neighborhood and the influence of the
lay Marianist community in Walnut Hills.
Local Businesses
Esther Price
The story of Esther Price candies is one that speaks to American ingenuity. It is
about a woman who sold her candies out of her home to businesses in Downtown Dayton
then opened her own store. The Esther Price factory has been a pillar in the Walnut Hills
community since 1952 (Esther Price Candies, 2012). The iconic gold box that the delicious
sweets are packaged in has become known all over the world. The Esther Price factory is
proud of its history of hiring local residents. In an interview with the Sales Associates,
Lynne Revelos, we were told that even now many employees walk to work (L. Revelos,
personal communication, 2012).
Kroger’s
The Wayne Avenue Kroger store is one of the only a few grocery stores in the City
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of Dayton. The store attracts the residents of Walnut Hills, those from neighboring
communities and University of Dayton students. A few years ago there were plans to build
a Kroger Fresh in the neighborhood, but the facility did not move past the planning stage
(Smith, 2011). This Kroger branch has also donated food to community events such as the
Children’s Festival held at Walnut Hills Park.
Historic Funeral Homes
On Wayne Avenue two funeral homes sit side by side: Schlientz & Moore Funeral
Home and Westbrock Funeral Home. Schlientz & Moore has been a family owned business
since 1921. The house the funeral home operates out of was built in 1860. People from all
over the Dayton area come to say goodbye to loved ones with the help of Schlientz &
Moore.
Next to the Schlientz & Moore Funeral home is the Westbrock Funeral Home. This
funeral home opened its doors for business in 1922. Like their neighbor, Westbrock is a
family operated funeral home. The house in which the business is located in was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1988 (Westerbrock, 2012). The residents of
Walnut Hills are proud of the heritage that is represented in this business. This funeral
home opened its doors to the community this past Memorial Day to honor fallen
neighborhood veterans (Walnut Hills Online, 2012).
Anybody’s Pawn Shop
Anybody’s Pawn Shop is new to the Walnut Hills area. Right away they established
programs to impact the neighborhood positively. The business has opened it’s doors to
accept clothes donations for the Goodwill and Coats for Kids. They also accept food
donations which they deliver to the Dayton Food Pantry. During November, the Pawn
Shop raises money and collection donations for family in need during Thanksgiving.
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Esther Price Candies

Kroger

Westbrock Funeral Home

Schlientz & Moore Funeral Home

Joann’s Dog Grooming

Tank’s Bar & Grill

Other business in Walnut Hills
Restaurant Type
 Wendy's
 Donatos Pizza
 New York Style Pizza
 Cousin Vinny's Pizza
 Tanks Bar & Grill
 Stowaway Lounge
Pharmacy & Convenient/Gas Station Type
 Walgreens
 Sunoco Gas Station / Convenient Store
 Dollar Tree
 United Dairy Farmers
 Kwik n’ Kold Drive Thru
Entertainment Type
 Family Video
Other Businesses
 Eagle Property Maintenance
 Looper Investments
 Sound Force Audio & Visual
 Insurance Works
 Thermo Pro Heating & Cooling
 Merchants Security blueprint
 Hydraulics Inc.
 Joann's Dog Grooming
 Merit Corporation / Merit Home
Improvement
 Belmont Tax Service
 Ules Kitchen and Bath
 Dayton Metro PC
 Rhyme and Reason Books Co., an online
bookstore
 Lady Kashmir Belly Dancing and Jewelry
Local businesses in proximity to Walnut Hills
 Dollar General
 Cricket Wireless
 Carmichael's Pub
 Dayton Musician Studio
 Turner's Moving
 Blue Book Daycare
 Belmont Physicians

Partnerships
East Dayton Library
The Dayton Metro Library, East
Branch is a major partner of the Walnut
Hills neighborhood. It serves an average of
500 people daily. The Children’s Librarian,
Samantha, shared a little about the branch’s
programs during a telephone interview.
There are programs offered for all age
groups which include crafts, holiday themed
events and language based programs. One of
the primary programs for young children is
Story Time. Every Monday a Spanish Story
Time is held. The East Branch will soon
launch an English language learning
program for nonnative speakers called
“Small Talk.” The library hopes that the
program will
provide a
comfortable,
relaxed
atmosphere
for people to
come and practice conversational English.
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Cleveland Prek-8
The Cleveland PreK-8 Neighborhood School Center has become a vital part of the
Walnut Hills community. Through its partnership with the YMCA, the school serves the
community in a number of capacities. That includes hosting the Annual Chili Cook off
(APA). Parents and community members support the operations of the school through
groups such as Watch Dogs and Super MOMS. [See School Section]
St. Anthony Church
Adjacent to Walnut Hills, St. Anthony of Padua Parish opened its doors in
September of 1913. The church celebrated its first Mass in the parish’s first church on Dec.
21, 1913 (St. Anthony Parish History, 2012). Due to a rapid increase in parishioners
construction on a new building began in 1952. The first Mass in the new church was
celebrated on June 13, 1954. The parish school opened in September of 1915. A
comprehensive child care center was opened in 1982 which provides child care, preschool
programs, and after-school care. St. Anthony Church partnered with the local YMCA in
2009 and was soon awarded a second STAR for their Center for meeting the State of
Ohio’s Step Up to Quality standards.
Ohmer Park United Methodist
Ohmer Park United Methodist Church serves as
more than a center of worship for some of Walnut Hills’
residents. The church also hosts several community
events. One of these events is the Fall Bazaar and
Luncheon. This event supports local craftsmen, artisans
and vendors. It also brings the community together over a
shared meal and friendly games of Cornhole. The church
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has vacation bible school every year for the neighborhood children.
Church on the Rock
This Edgar Avenue church was founded
in 1983. This church has been a committed
partner to the Walnut Hills community for
many years. The Church on the Rock has
opened its doors and allowed the community to
have meetings and other gatherings. In the
past, the church has participated in the Days of Autumn Celebration, Alley Sweeps and
hosted the Chili Cook-off until it was moved to Cleveland PreK-8. The Church is known for
hosting their annual Thanksgiving Dinner which is open to all community members.
Colorado Avenue Baptist Church
This community partner was
founded in 1913. The church holds a
number of events for their congregation
and for the community. These events
include Vacation Bible School, Princess
Retreats, and Chew-N-Chat (Mini Bazaar
and Bake Sale). Rob Wackerman has been
the pastor of Colorado Avenue Baptist Church since 1982. He is dedicated to working with
other pastors in the neighborhood in order to benefit Walnut Hills though the Walnut Hills
Fellowship Pastors. Pastor Rob is also a contributor to the Walnut Hills Blog (Walnut Hills
Online, 2012).
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Gar Drolma Buddhist Center
The Gar Drolma Buddhist Center was founded
in 2002 with authentic Buddhist teachers. They
offer weekly programs with a Buddhist school, on a
elementary level, which meets on Sunday mornings.
Neighborhood Issues
In the 2006 seminar report on the Walnut Hills neighborhood, there were several
issues that were identified. One of the issues was the concern over the neighborhood park.
It was discussed that the park was not well maintained and had high grass, broken glass,
mud, and graffiti. It was also noted that there was little community activity in the park, it
was not illuminated at night, and had limited use for youth sports (Walnut Hills Report,
2006). Today, the park has undergone quite a transformation. It is used by the entire
neighborhood and has been maintained to some degree, but there is still room for
improvement. For example, at the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association meeting on
September 10, 2012, it was discussed that the neighbors are still experiencing a trash
problem in the park and would like a routine trash pick-up if possible. Also, the neighbors
are concerned with youth in the park after curfew (between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.)
conducting illegal activity and making the park an unattractive place for kids to play. To
address this issue, some residents would like to add additional lighting in the park, in
order to deter youth from being there after hours. Finally, the idea was raised that the
neighborhood should conduct a curfew sweep. This would involve extensive
neighborhood participation as there would be limited help from the Dayton Police.
Another issue in the 2006 seminar report was the desire for a safer neighborhood.
The report noted that the crime rate had been increasing. There was no partnership with
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surrounding areas to control crime. This was leading to mistrust of other neighborhoods.
The report noted that Walnut Hills did not trust the Dayton Police Department and, as a
result, there was limited engagement with the police. Today is somewhat different. The
Dayton Police participates in the Neighborhood Association meetings and reports on
monthly crime. While there is not a lot of violent crime in Walnut Hills, it was noted that
automobile theft was the most common crime in the neighborhood.
The trust of other neighborhoods has not improved much. It was noted a couple
times at the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association meeting that there is little
communication between Twin Towers neighborhood and Walnut Hills. There may need
to be some work done on this issue, but this type of work takes time and it would take a
while for trust to build up. It would also need to be a diligent effort in both neighborhoods
to cooperate with one another.
The 2006 seminar report noted that Walnut Hills had clean alleys with no trash.
This has taken a turn for the worse in the last six years. It was the prime issue that kept
coming up in the Neighborhood Association meetings. The neighbors are concerned with
the cleanliness of the alleys and the presentation it gives to potential homeowners and
others who are looking to live in the neighborhood. It has gotten to the point where they
have to organize alley sweeps to clean the neighborhood, and even with the alley sweeps
the whole neighborhood does not become clean. There are not enough volunteers to
cover the entire neighborhood. Two possible solutions were brought up at the meeting.
The first was that neighbors take responsibility for the trash in their area and help keep it
clean, or more routine trash pick-ups by the city occur.
It was noted in an interview with a Walnut Hills resident that there is separation
within the neighborhood. The part of the neighborhood that sits on the top of the hill
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across from Wayne Avenue, closer to the University of Dayton feels that it is isolated from
the community that is located east of Wayne Avenue. While it is still to be determined
how the western part of the community feels, it can be speculated the reason there have
not been improvements in some areas of the 2006 plan is because this separation and
disconnect exists between neighbors. One way that this issue may be solved could be
through strong, dynamic leadership; which unites the community and brings it together to
achieve a common goal.
Additionally, there is concern within the neighborhood regarding effective
communication. The Neighborhood Association has tried to distribute its newsletters by
hand and electronically, but there still seemed to be problems in getting the word out.
There is also the concern with the lack of youth participation. The suggestion from a
Walnut Hills resident is that there needs to be a dynamic, youthful leader who will rally
people and get them to commit to following through on planned community actions.
Another suggestion was you get one person from each area of the neighborhood to be the
leader and to take the important messages and news back to their immediate neighbors.
Finally, the 2006 seminar report noted that when someone raised a complaint, it
took a long time to get the problem resolved. For the most part this has gotten better,
especially when the neighborhood engages with the Southeast Dayton Priority Board
(Southeast Dayton Priority Board, October 18, 2012). If someone complains to the Board,
the Board takes the complaint in writing and addresses the issue within a few days. The
neighbors seemed pleased with this system and it is an improvement. However, there are
concerns about their relationship to the Board. For example, the Priority Board donates
financially to neighborhood social events but does not donate time, effort, or additional
resources. The neighbors want more of a commitment from the Priority Board and more
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of a partnership (Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association Meeting, September 10, 2012).
A larger commitment from the Priority Board may not be possible though, due to loss of
power and influence in recent years. While the Priority Board wants to make a larger
impact in the community, current political tensions hinder any significant contribution to
the neighborhoods that the Board could have.
Neighborhood Safety
Walnut Hills has an estimated crime index that is 10% higher than the Dayton
average (AreaVibes, 2012). The crime index is the compilation of violent crimes and
property crimes. Walnut Hills falls within District 2 which is patrolled by East Patrol
Operations. Crime data from the past six years show that the amount of crime has steadily
decreased since 2006. There was a dramatic decrease in crime from 2006 and 2007 as the
chart below shows. It can be explained by the push for neighborhood involvement
through a Neighborhood Watch in Walnut Hills. In 2007, the Walnut Hills Neighborhood
Association made it one of its goals to make the neighborhood safer to retain their current
residents and to lure investments and new residents into the neighborhood. The
Neighborhood Watch plan was to divide the neighborhood into seven sectors. Each block
would have its own “captain” and each sector its own leader. The successful
implementation of this plan depends on the number of volunteers of the block and sector.
The Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association stresses that as a community they need to
take preventative measures against crime instead of just waiting to call the police while a
crime is in progress.
In the past five years, Walnut Hills has further developed a relationship with the
Dayton Police Department with a police officer coming to each Walnut Hills Neighborhood
Association meeting if possible. One major step towards a safer neighborhood was
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receiving part of the Safe Routes to School grant in April 2009. This enabled Cleveland
PreK-8 to create safer sidewalks and provide safety education programs. The Dayton
Police Department has increased the ease of reporting crimes by creating the Online
Police Reporting System. It is very convenient for the citizens and it increases officer
availability for emergency calls. In August 2009, the Vice Hotline was created to report
prostitution and the Drug Hotline was provided in Spanish. The Miami Valley Crime
Prevention Association Conference in 2011 taught crime prevention tactics to citizens to
decrease their chances of being victims of crimes. The Dayton Police Department is trying
its best to communicate with its citizens to develop an effective public safety plan. In late
2011, the Dayton Community-Police Council was developed to increase communication
between community residents and police officers and enhance neighborhood safety. The
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association excels in providing neighbors with all the
information regarding crimes and crime prevention.
The chart below is compiled with data from the Walnut Hills Neighborhood
Association and the Dayton Police Department. Over the past six years, crime has steadily
decreased in the City of Dayton and Walnut Hills. Larceny- theft is the most common crime
reported in Walnut Hills. Larceny- theft is defined by the U.S. Department of Justice as the
unlawful taking of property from the possession or constructive possession of another
without personal contact. In the chart below, larceny-theft includes theft from cars, theft
from buildings, and theft from residences. The second most common crime reported in
Walnut Hills is vandalism. As defined by the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)
Program, vandalism is the willful destruction or defacement of any public or private
property without the consent of the owners. The chart below shows that over the past six
years, the number of reported incidents of property crime has decreased.
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Figure 4.1

Though a lot of progress has been made in the past six years, there is still more that
can be done to reduce property crime even more. Reducing the number of reported
incidents of property crime will entice new investors and residents into the neighborhood
while also retaining the current residents and encouraging them to invest in their own
neighborhood.
Walnut Hills is a vibrant neighborhood, with resources and assets that make it
uniquely its own. Local businesses are proud of their Walnut Hills identity, and vocal
residents provide capacity to move the community. As mentioned by Walnut Hills
residents, citizen participation is not as strong as it could be, and that could truly make a
difference in neighborhood perception.
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This report seeks to tell the story of housing
in the Walnut Hills Neighborhood, focusing
on the changes experienced in the last five
years. To create a representative and
accurate telling of this story, the report
focuses on the 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census
data collected on the population in the
neighborhood, housing units, occupancy, homeownership, rentals, vacancies, and
mortgages as well as information gathered from the City of Dayton on housing quality,
foreclosures, and nuisance properties. Another aspect of the report focuses on the real
estate market and gathers information from various sources within the neighborhood as
well as outside of it.
Population and Housing Units
This section contains information
regarding the population of Walnut Hills and
the characteristics of housing units and
occupancy. The changes of certain indicators
of both the population and housing units from
the year 2000 to the year 2010 are displayed and compared to the surrounding
neighborhoods of Belmont, Linden Heights, Shroyer Park/Patterson Park, South Park, and
Twin Towers.
The following chart shows the change in population of Walnut Hills from 2000 to
2010 as compared to the surrounding neighborhoods. The population of Walnut Hills
dropped by 13.7%, which follows the general trend of population decrease in the
surrounding neighborhoods.
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Figure 5.1

Source: 2000 & 2010 U.S. Census Data
The following chart shows the change in the number of housing units from 2000 to
2010 in the Walnut Hills neighborhood and how it compares to the changes in the
surrounding neighborhoods. The term housing units includes both houses and
apartments. In this category Walnut Hills experienced the second largest drop in housing
units compared to the surrounding neighborhoods.
Figure 5.2

Source: 2000 & 2010 U.S. Census Data
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Housing Occupancy
The following chart shows the change in occupancy from 2000 to 2010 for Walnut
Hills and how it compares to the changes in the surrounding neighborhoods. Walnut Hills
experienced the same tendency of a drop in occupancy as the surrounding neighborhoods.
The occupancy status statistic examines the relationship between population and the
number of housing units. This is important to understand because it shows the difference
between how many houses there are in the neighborhood compared to how many are
actually lived in. A high occupancy rate demonstrates a desire to live in the neighborhood
and the demand for housing, whereas a low occupancy rate shows a surplus of housing
available and little demand to fill these vacancies. In order to give some perspective to the
demand for housing in the neighborhood, the overall occupancy for Walnut Hills dropped
from 90.4% in 2000 to 82.5% in 2010. The information for this chart came from 2000 and
2010 U.S. Census data.
Figure 5.3

Source: 2000 & 2010 U.S. Census Data
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Homeownership
The charts below show the change in the homeownership, rentals, and vacancies
from the year 2000 to the year 2010 in the City of Dayton. Vacancies include: vacancies for
rent, vacancies for sale, and other vacancies, representing abandoned homes. This
aggregated definition should not be confused with the use of the word ‘vacancies’ to
describe only abandoned houses. The number of vacant properties within the City
increased by eight percentage points with six percentage points of those properties
changing from owner occupied residences to vacancies.
Figure 5.4

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.5

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
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The charts below show the change in the homeownership, rentals, and vacancies from
the year 2000 to the year 2010 in the Walnut Hills neighborhood. The number of vacant
properties increased by ten percentage points with ninety percent of the change coming from
previously owner occupied residences. This chart displays that a staggering twenty percent of
all the houses in Walnut Hills are empty due to sale vacancies, rental vacancies, and
abandonment. The increase in vacancies in Walnut Hills is slightly greater than that of the
City. The following section will break the percentages of vacancies down further.
Figure 5.6

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.7

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
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Housing Vacancies
The charts below show the change in vacancy from the year 2000 to the year 2010
in the City of Dayton. The three types of vacancies are vacancies for rent, vacancies for
sale, and other vacancies, which include abandoned homes. The percentage point change
between the abandoned housing statuses (other vacancies) was ten percentage points;
the percentage change of total vacancies caused an increase of nearly double the number
of abandoned houses from 4,172 in 2000 to 8,134 in 2010.
Figure 5.8

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.9

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
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The charts below display an increase in both the percentage points and the percent
change in the number of abandoned houses in Walnut Hills. The percentage change is
36.74%, increasing from 38.1% in 2000 to 52.1% in 2010. This increase in the percentage
is also marked by an approximate doubling in the number of total vacancies from 244 in
2000 to 472 in 2010. The subset of vacancies that saw the largest increase was the
abandoned houses group, increasing from 93 to 246 abandoned houses. This number of
abandoned houses constitutes 10.3% all the housing units in the neighborhood, meaning
one out of every ten houses is an abandoned vacancy in Walnut Hills. This is a staggering
change from 2000, representing a percentage change of 181.1%! As displayed by the
previous Walnut Hills chart, the major cause of the difference in the number of abandoned
homes from 2000 to 2010 was due to loss of homeownership, not an increase in rental
properties which remained quite steady. This relationship shows the direct and
detrimental effects of the economic crash of 2008 on homeownership within the
neighborhood. One can compare the trends of Walnut Hills to the similar trends of
vacancies in the City.
Figure 5.10

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.11

Source: 2010 U.S. Census Data
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Housing Quality
Blue Book Housing Grades for Walnut
Hills
Every two years the City of Dayton
Housing Department conducts an
inventory of the quality of housing within
the City, and then collects the results in
something called the “Blue Book Housing Grades Report.” Approximately 55,000
residential properties in the City are examined and a grade of 1 through 5 is assigned to
each property. The grade assigned to each house is based upon a drive by viewing from a
City inspector and the descriptions for each of the five ranking grades in detailed in the
table below.
The map on the next page shows the location of the houses in Walnut Hills that
received a score of 3, 4 or 5 in the 2009 Blue Book Housing Report. The data table shows
that since the last report came out in 2007, 89 homes in Walnut Hills have deteriorated
from a score of 1 or 2 to a score of 3, 4 or 5. Of these 89 homes, 39 were owned by the
resident, and 49 are rental properties.
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1 - Sound

The structure,
yard walks and
steps are well
maintained
and no
exterior code
violations are
apparent.

Rating

Description

Minor maintenance
task(s) need to be
performed; spot
painting of exterior
siding, trim, doors,
gutters and/or
downspouts; the
replacement of rusted
gutter and
downspouts; minor
repair to steps, yard
walks, driveways
and/or fences

2 – Minor Repair

Table 5.1: Blue Book Housing Grade Report

More extensive repairs
need to be made, such
as painting the
complete building, reroofing, installing all
new gutters and/or
downspouts, new
porch posts or flooring,
and all new yard walks
or steps

3 – Major Repair
The repairs are more
costly than the Major
Repair category but
reinvestment still
makes sense.
Replacing such items
as windows, doors,
roof sheathing, or
porch and the
rebuilding of sections
of the foundation and
chimney may be
necessary

4 - Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation of these
structures is generally
more expensive due to
interior deterioration;
exterior repairs like those
cited in condition 4
structures are usually
required

5 - Dilapidated

Figure 5.12
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Mortgages
The charts below show the City of Dayton’s mortgage status for the years 2000 and
2010. The pie chart on the left displays the housing units with and without mortgages. Of
the housing units with a mortgage, the pie chart on the right shows if those units have a
second mortgage and/or a home equity loan or neither a second mortgage or home equity
loan. There was a 1% point decrease in the number of housing units with a mortgage.
Figure 5.13

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.14

Source: American Community Surveys 2006 – 2010 5 year Estimate Data
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The charts below show the Walnut Hills neighborhood mortgage status for the
years 2000 and 2010. The chart on the left displays the housing units with and without
mortgages. Of the housing units with a mortgage, the chart on the right shows if those
units have a second mortgage and/or a home equity loan or neither a second mortgage or
home equity loan. There was a 4% point increase in the number of housing units with a
mortgage.
Figure 5.15

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Data
Figure 5.16

Source: American Community Surveys 2006 – 2010 5 year Estimate Data
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Foreclosures
There are currently 11 foreclosed properties in Walnut Hills. While many of the
properties are spread out throughout the neighborhood, there seems to be a high
concentration along Arbor Avenue, with five of the 11 foreclosures. The overall number of
foreclosed properties has significantly decreased from 2006, declining from 16 properties
to 11. This 31.25% decrease in the number of properties also accompanied a 30.2%
increase in the average listing price of the foreclosed properties from $33,509 to $48,000.
Table 5.2: Walnut Hills Residential Foreclosures
Year Foreclosed

Case Number

Address

Zip Code

Listing Price

Minimum Bid

2009

08616

31 Illinois Ave

45410

$24,000

$16,000

2009

09959

318 Gunckel

45410

$39,000

$26,000

2012

02475

109 Virginia

45410

$42,000

$28,000

2012

03426

157 Virginia

45410

$51,000

$34,000

2012

01974

1350 Arbor Ave 45410

$48,000

$32,000

2012

03147

1106 Arbor Ave 45420

$45,000

$30,000

2012

00112

1406 Arbor Ave 45420

$54,000

$36,000

2011

03122

1308 Arbor Ave 45420

$48,000

$32,000

2011

05385

1242 Arbor Ave 45420

$36,000

$24,000

2012

01426

1149 Carlisle

45420

$24,000

$16,000

2012

00602

664 Carlisle

45410

$36,000

$24,000

2011

03490

1028 Creighton 45420

$33,000

$22,000

2011

08407

1135 Phillips

$48,000

$32,000

45410

Source: http://www.mcohio.org/sheriff/SFLISTAUCTIONDO.CFM
Vacancies and Nuisance Properties
Within the Walnut Hills neighborhood, there are currently twelve nuisance
properties. Every six months, the City of Dayton compiles a report of vacant properties in
the City called the Vacant/Nuisance Property Report. Properties are added to the list as a
result of a survey of the exterior condition of all residential and commercial structures in
the City every two years. In between official surveys, residents can report nuisance and
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persistently vacant properties of concern directly to the City’s Department of Building
Services. By calling 937- 333-3977 – residents can speak with the City of Dayton’s housing
inspection office and get properties they are concerned about inspected by an agent in the
field.
The following table contains the information included on the Vacant/Nuisance
Property Report on vacant structures in the Walnut Hills neighborhood. It includes basic
information, such as the house number, street name, zip code, and the type of unit.
Table 5.3:Walnut Hills Nuisance Property List
House Number Street

Zip Code

Type

1607-1611

Wayne Ave

45410

Double

2020

Wayne Ave

45410

Single

1818

Wyoming Ave

45410

Double

21

Utah Ct

45410

Single

25

Utah Ct

45410

Single

36

Utah Ct

45410

Single

36

Utah Ct

45410

Garage

24

Glencoe Ave

45410

Single

129

Glencoe Ave

45410

Single

231

Medford St

45410

Single

256

Illinois Ave

45410

Single

1217-1219

Arbor Ave

45420

Garage

Source: http://www.cityofdayton.org/departments/bs/hi/Documents/NuisanceList%
2007%2029%202010.pdf
It is also possible to look up each property individually by the street address
number and identify the owner of a property on the Montgomery County Auditor’s
website. There is various information available within this database about each of the
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properties including: a floor plan, the tax value of the land and structure, construction
year, current mailing address for the tax return, past sales of the property and other
information. Similarly, information about property taxes owned on a property can be
found on the Montgomery County Treasurer’s website.
House Values and Real Estate Market
The chart below shows the change in the median house value for owner-occupied
housing units from 2000 to 2010 for Walnut Hills and the surrounding neighborhoods.
The values of the homes are in 2010 dollars in order to adjust for inflation. The median
house value refers to the middle home value of all 1,131 owner-occupied housing units in
the entire neighborhood. This is not an average because of the misrepresentation that can
occur from outliers that are very low or high house values. Walnut Hills saw a drop in this
median value along with all of the other surrounding neighborhoods. The median house
value went from $90,034 to $77,300, a change of $12,734.
Figure 5.17

Source: American Community Surveys 2006 – 2010 5 year Estimate Data
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Realtors and Developers
In the Walnut Hills neighborhood there are a few realtors conducting business.
One can observe the different signs placed strategically in the yards in front of the houses.
Some of these homes have for-sale signs, others are for renting, and a few have
foreclosure or vacant home signs. The use of vocabulary is very powerful when appealing
to potential residents. According to Coldwell Banker Realty, the average houses with 2-3
bedrooms and 1-2 bathrooms are listed for $32,000 to $80,000. Joanne Cronin, of
IronGate Realtors, Inc., advertises with powerful adjectives, such as “great investment!”
There is a trend with the phrases and words that realtors used to describe the Walnut
Hills neighborhood and houses in it – “new furnace, updated plumbing, new windows,
populous” are just a few. IronGate Realtors described the eastern Dayton neighborhoods
as having “neighborhood pride” and as a “City of Neighbors.”
There are a few Dayton area organizations that work to revitalize neighborhoods
and restore the homes, particularly in the South Park neighborhood. One such
organization is Full Circle Development, founded by Theresa Gasper. She is responsible
for the extensive revitalization of the South Park neighborhood near Walnut Hills. This
organization’s goal is “to restore Dayton’s neighborhood one house at a time. Revitalizing
neighborhoods is more than fixing up a bunch of houses – it’s about people coming
together to build community and move their neighborhood in a sustainably positive
direction.” (Gasper, 2012). A case could certainly be made for the an organization such as
Full Circle Development to start working in the Walnut Hills neighborhood. Ms. Gasper
puts a “cool” spin on the wording of her advertisements and takes a personal vested
interest in the restoration of neglected and distressed or vacant homes in order to turn
them into spectacular historically faithful assets to a community. Gasper describes one
house as, “Sold to cool people – Urban chic meets Victorian grandeur. Best of both worlds:
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historic character and modern convenience.” Several of the houses in Walnut Hills have
beautiful architecture, framing, and even a few with original stained glass windows.
Gasper works closely with Michael DiFloria of The Home Group. This group provides
“informed, professional real estate services to buyers and sellers. It is a free service
designed to help establish a home’s market value.” (DiFloria, 2012).
Another organization is Rebuilding Together Dayton (RTD), a volunteer non-profit
that “assist low-income homeowners by building community partnerships and providing
home rehabilitation.” This group collaborated with the Dayton RTD and has repaired
“over 1,000 homes in neighborhoods across the City.”
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A Desired Future
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Walnut Hills offers a welcoming and friendly environment.
 There are regularly held family and neighbor-sponsored social events that are well
attended.
 Walnut Hills’ neighbors are familiar with and engaged with each other consistently.
 Walnut Hills is a neighborhood that is inclusive and welcoming of diverse populations.
 Everyone in the Walnut Hills neighborhood is well aware of its opportunities and
events.
Walnut Hills is a family friendly neighborhood.
 Walnut Hills Park is well maintained by the community and utilized consistently.
 Cleveland Pre K-8 serves as a center for various community activities, including but
not limited to athletics, adult education, and senior activities.
 Walnut Hills is a community where residents are actively involved in organizing and
volunteering for recreational family and children events.
 Walnut Hills Park has ample parking available and accessible entrances for all
residents.
Students in Walnut Hills are academically successful through increased community
and parent involvement.








Cleveland Pre K-8 has reached the Ohio State Accountability System’s “Continuous
Improvement” ranking and will be on the way to “Effective” status within the next 5
years.
Cleveland Pre K-8 has reached a combined percentage of 85-90% Kindergarten
Readiness in Bands 2 and 3 of the Ohio Department of Education’s Kindergarten
Readiness Rating.
Cleveland Pre K-8 has built upon the base of parent involvement to meet the
educational needs of the students provides stimulating extracurricular activities to
draw in the participation of more community partners and residents.
Through the partnership with the YMCA, Cleveland Pre K-8 has developed a capacitybuilding center for parenting to support student success.

The Walnut Hills business community serves the surrounding neighborhoods
through increased neighborhood support and development.
 All storefronts on Wayne Avenue are filled with businesses in operation that serve the
community of Walnut Hills.
 Businesses on Wayne Avenue are thriving because of an organized effort within the
Walnut Hills neighborhood to get residents to frequent the businesses through
incentives.
 The location possibility and decision of a new Super Kroger is revisited by City
officials, neighborhood residents, and Kroger.
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Walnut Hills is a safe neighborhood.
 The overall crime rate is half the rate of 2012.
 Walnut Hills’ positive perception of safe routes to school.
 Walnut Hills’ neighborhood builds and sustains interaction with City of Dayton District
2 Police Department.
 Walnut Hills has a reputation of being a safe and involved neighborhood.
Walnut Hills cultivates and sustains a vibrant neighborhood.
 Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association is active and meetings are well attended.
 Walnut Hills’ residents are actively volunteering within the community.
 Walnut Hills has a reputation of a friendly and supportive neighborhood.
 Walnut Hills’ neighbors and achievements are acknowledged during an annual
celebratory event.
 Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association prioritizes residents’ needs through
deliberations.
The Walnut Hills neighborhood maintains and attracts residents through high
quality and affordable housing.
 The neighborhood has at least one of the vacant properties annually on the City of
Dayton REAP list.
 The neighborhood has a partner for housing redevelopment such as CityWide
Development, St. Mary Development, or Full Circle Development.
 There is 55% home ownership.
 The average home energy cost is reduced by at least ten percent per year.
 An active relationship exists between landlords and the neighborhood association.
Neighborhood residents take pride and responsibility in creating and maintaining
an attractive neighborhood.
 Fifty percent of all blocks have trash free alleys.
 There is a neighborhood bulk waste response team led by a volunteer coordinator.
 There is a recognition program for well-maintained houses in the neighborhood.
 There is visible signage of the neighborhood’s boundaries at key intersections and
landmarks.
 Walnut Hills Park is one of Dayton’s most beautiful public parks.

93

Neighborhood Change
Frameworks
And Proposed Projects
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Welcoming Community
Key Outcome: Walnut Hills offers a welcoming and friendly environment.
Current Situation
The events in the neighborhood are
organized only by local institutions.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
There are regularly held family and
neighbor-sponsored social events that are
well attended.

Partially due to the high volume of transient
residents, neighbors are unaware of
surrounding community members and do
not actively build relationships.
Diverse populations are isolated from the
larger community and each other.

Walnut Hills’ neighbors are familiar with
and engaged with each other consistently.

Many neighbors are uninformed of available
opportunities for engagement with the
community.

Everyone in the Walnut Hills neighborhood
is well aware of its opportunities and
events.

Walnut Hills is a neighborhood that is
inclusive and welcoming of diverse
populations.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood





A diverse population
The Neighborhood Association
Cleveland Pre K-8
The 3 neighborhood churches

Inside the Neighborhood





Outside the Neighborhood
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Local universities
Surrounding neighborhoods

Lack of communication
Isolated populations
Preconceived notions
Lack of resources

Outside the Neighborhood



Preconceived notions
Lack of resources

Welcoming Community
Create a Neighborhood Activities Board
Community members who would like to be more involved in community planning and
outreach collaborate with the Neighborhood Association and from a group called the
Neighborhood Activities Board. The board would cover many vital aspects of the
community such as diversity events and outreach. The collaboration between the
Neighborhood Activities Board and the Neighborhood Association will result in more
events being run by more volunteers and promoting other Walnut Hills citizens to get
involved and participate in the events.
Action Steps




Nominate enthusiastic leaders within the community to be a part of the
Neighborhood Association Board.
Collaborate with the Neighborhood Association on the needs of the community
determined at the Walnut Hills community meeting.
Create subcommittees for the following
 Outreach
 (EX) Create block leaders in charge of distributing newsletters and
transition to newsletter to email format.
 Diversity events
 (EX) Collaborate with diverse populations within the neighborhoods to
create events celebrating diversity
 Celebrating Heritages Of Walnut Hills (CHOWH)
 Establish a well-maintained “Street of the Month” recognition program
 (EX) Honoring the streets that are maintained the best and promote pride in
the neighborhood.

97

Family Amenities
Key Outcome: Walnut Hills is a family friendly neighborhood.
Current Situation
The Walnut Hills Park is taken care of by a
few select individuals and is not used to its
full potential.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
Walnut Hills Park is well maintained by the
community and utilized consistently.

Cleveland Pre K-8 is currently utilized by
the families and children who attend the
school.

Walnut Hills Park does not have sufficient
parking or easily accessible entrances,
deterring people from using the park.

Cleveland Pre K-8 serves as a center for
various community activities, including but
not limited to athletics, adult education, and
senior activities.
Walnut Hills is a community where
residents are actively involved in organizing
and volunteering for recreational family and
children events.
Walnut Hills Park has ample parking,
accessible entrances for all residents, and
walking paths throughout the park.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

The neighbors do not play a significant role
in organizing or supporting activities for
families and children.

Inside the Neighborhood






Walnut Hills Park
Cleveland Pre K-8
The 3 neighborhood churches
The families
The Neighborhood Association

Inside the Neighborhood






Outside the Neighborhood



The Dayton YMCA
Local businesses

Outside the Neighborhood
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Level of commitment
Lack of funding
Inadequate communication
Lack of infrastructure
Safety

Lack of funding
Safety concerns
Required hiring of city labor union
workers

Family Amenities
Parking Lot for the Walnut Hills Park
A designated parking area at the Walnut Hills Park will provide residents with better
accessibility to the park for residents that use cars as well as those that walk to the park. More
residents will use the park if there are designated spots for parking and if entering the park is
easier for walkers, especially those with strollers. To accommodate all residents, a handicap
entrance should be incorporated.

Action Steps






Identify an available area to be used for parking and easy walking access.
Reach out to local businesses, organizations and the city of Dayton to collect funds.
Collect estimates from construction companies (maybe a local company will do the work
for a discount.)
Building the parking lot with accessible entrances to the park.
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Student Success
Key Outcome: Students in Walnut Hills are academically successful through increased
community and parent involvement.
Current Situation
Cleveland Pre K-8 currently resides at the status
of “Academic Watch” in the Ohio State
Accountability System.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
Cleveland Pre K-8 will reach the Ohio State
Accountability System’s “Continuous
Improvement” ranking and will be on the way to
“Effective” status within the next 5 years.

Cleveland Pre K-8 is currently at 65%
Kindergarten readiness in the combined Bands
2 and 3 of the Ohio Department of Education’s
Kindergarten Readiness Rating.

Cleveland Pre K-8 will reach a combined
percentage of 75-80% Kindergarten Readiness in
Bands 2 and 3 of the Ohio Department of
Education’s Kindergarten Readiness Rating.

Cleveland Pre K-8 has a very committed group
of parents and some neighborhood partners that
provide extra student development efforts.

Within the next five years, Cleveland Pre K-8 will
build upon the base of parent involvement
within the educational needs of the students and
the providing of stimulating extracurriculars to
draw in the participation of more community
partners and residents.
Through the partnership with the YMCA,
Cleveland Pre K-8 will develop a capacitybuilding center for parenting to support student
success.

Cleveland Pre K-8’s Family Cafes have
demonstrated interest, among young parents, to
develop a program that addresses parent skills
for student success.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood
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Site Coordinator Mary Case
Principal Laura Busse
Monica Fine
Church on the Rock, Ohmer Park Church,
Colorado St. Baptist Church
Bob Lipps and the Neighborhood Association
Local childcare (YMCA, daycares)
Parent Organization
Community Education Council (CEC)
Librarians (Cindy Butcher)
Outside the Neighborhood
Gale Horton (YMCA)
University of Dayton students
Fitz Center for Leadership in Community
interns
Family Cafe team (training people)
Ready, Set, Soar!
Ohio Department of Education State Stupport
Team – Scholastic Academics Coaching Model

Inside the Neighborhood







Excessive focus on stat test scores (teaching to
the test).
Lack of parental engagement as primary
educators outside of school in some
households.
Teacher exhaustion.

Outside the Neighborhood
Tight school finances (no longer have field
trips)

Student Success
Kindergarten Readiness Parent Group
The Community Education Council (CEC) should create a sub-group for caregivers that
provides information on kindergarten readiness. Another option would be to partner with
the already existing “Reading Buddies” program. This group should use a variety of
methods to relay information. Examples of ways the information could be presented are
through workshops and dialogue sessions. This will help ensure that the young children
living and attending school at Cleveland PreK-8 are prepared to enter kindergarten.
Action Steps







Organize a committee with educators, Walnut Hills community members informed
about kindergarten readiness and the CEC. This committee could be independent of, or
partnered with members of the “Reading Buddies” program as well.
Contact potential speakers and plan workshops that focus on techniques for caregivers
to utilize at home to help prepare young children for kindergarten at Cleveland PreK-8.
Create a calendar of events that take place throughout the summer.
Contact and invite local day care and preschool staff to attend and participate in these
workshops.
Contact school administrators to negotiate the possibility of an incentive for
participating caregivers. (i.e. discounted lunches)
Advertise the sub-group and the calendar through various media, including on the
school webpage, parent letters and information packages to incoming students. Local
day cares and preschools should also be contacted, requesting that they inform
caregivers of the opportunity to attend sessions on Kindergarten Readiness.
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Shop & Work in Walnut Hills
Key Outcome: The Walnut Hills business community will thrive and serve the surrounding
neighborhoods through increased neighborhood support and development.













Current Situation
There are strong, thriving businesses on
Wayne Avenue that draw customers, but
there are also vacant storefronts.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
All storefronts on Wayne Avenue are filled
with businesses in operation that serve the
community of Walnut Hills.

At the current time, there is no organized
effort to convince Walnut Hills residents to
shop locally and support Walnut Hills’
businesses.
There is a large vacant lot, located at the
corner of Wayne Avenue and Wyoming
Street, where the proposed Kroger
Marketplace was to be built.

Businesses on Wayne Avenue are thriving
because of an organized effort within the
Walnut Hills neighborhood to get residents
to frequent the businesses through
incentives.
The location possibility and decision of a
new Kroger Marketplace is revisited by city
officials, neighborhood residents, and
Kroger.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood
Kroger
Walgreens
Esther Price Candies
Funeral homes
Cousin Vinny’s Pizza
Tanks Bar and Grill
Other restaurants
Bob Lipps and the Neighborhood
Association
Outside the Neighborhood
City Economic Development and
Planning officials
Locally situated Universities and Colleges
(University of Dayton)
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Inside the Neighborhood
Limited disposable income of
neighborhood residents.
Neighborhood not confident in renewing
conversations about a new Kroger.
People question whether this is realistic
There is a history of strong and complex
emotions around the possibility of a new
Kroger
Outside the Neighborhood
Major retailers negative perspective on
urban store locations.
City of Dayton must approve
development

Shop & Work in Walnut Hills
Create Neighborhood Business Incentive Program
To encourage neighborhood patronizing of Walnut Hills businesses, an incentive program will
be created especially for Walnut Hills residents. This could take many forms, such as a
percentage discount, a receipt raffle, or an entertainment/coupon book. This would encourage
neighborhood residents to shop locally while educating people about the businesses in Walnut
Hills.

Action Steps







Representatives from the Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association meet with local business
leaders to assess their interest and willingness to participate in a neighborhood incentive
program.
The Neighborhood Association convenes willing business leaders to discuss and decide the
shape and style of the incentive program.
Businesses will finalize their incentives and a team of neighborhood partners will carry out
logistics for the incentive program (e.g. creation of the coupon book).
The Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association will advertise (via newsletter, Facebook, door
to door, and other methods) and work on distributing the decided upon incentive.
In partnership with the Fitz Center, representatives from the city of Dayton economic
development department, the neighborhood members, the Neighborhood Association
members, and the manager of Kroger will analyze the results and envision next steps.
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Safe Neighborhood
Key Outcome: Walnut Hills is a safe neighborhood.
Current Situation
Walnut Hills’ current overall crime rate is
10% higher than the City of Dayton average.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
The overall crime rate is half the rate of
2012.

Currently in Walnut Hills, the safe routes to
school are not being used to full potential.

Walnut Hills’ residents have a positive
perception and knowledge of safe routes to
school.

Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association has
the early stages of relationships with the
City of Dayton District 2 Police Department.

Walnut Hills’ neighborhood builds and
sustains interaction with City of Dayton
District 2 Police Department.

Walnut Hills is viewed as not being a safe
neighborhood.

Walnut Hills has a reputation of being a safe
and involved neighborhood.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood





Neighbors can turn on porch lights
during the night.
Cleveland Pre K-8 Watch Dog Group
Residents and neighbors
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association

Inside the Neighborhood





Outside the Neighborhood
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City of Dayton District 2 Police
Department
Cleveland Pre K-8
Cleveland Pre K-8 Parent Association
YMCA
Southeast Priority Board
East End Community Services

Lack of communication among
neighbors
Lack of resident motivation and
commitment
Lack of respect
Vacancy rate of 20% (472 out of 2,382
homes are vacant, 2010 Census)
Outside the Neighborhood





Twin Towers neighborhood crime rate
(44% higher than City of Dayton
average) bleeding into Walnut Hills
Budget cuts in the City of Dayton Police
Department (robbery department being
integrated into other divisions)

Safe Neighborhood
Implementation of Neighborhood Watch Program
The Neighborhood Watch Program mobilizes the community to help law enforcement to
protect and serve them. It is an opportunity to join together with your neighbors and
work with law enforcement to prevent and eliminate crime in the
neighborhood. Residents and law enforcement will work together on solving
problems. Neighbors will look out for each other and their properties and report any
suspicious activity to law enforcement. The Neighborhood Watch Program will increase
the community's quality of life and create a bond among neighbors.
Action Steps:









Form a committee
Recruit and organize as many neighbors as possible.
Contact District 2 Police Department and schedule meeting
Discuss community concerns and develop an action plan
Train neighbors on relevant skills and hold regular meetings to update on progress
Facebook and the Walnut Hills Website are good ways to keep each other informed of
what is going on in the neighborhood
At each Neighborhood Association meeting, include a new training tip and report on
the progress of the Neighborhood Watch Program
Implement a phone tree and take action steps.



Curfew Sweep may be a part of the action steps.
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Engaged and Active Community
Key Outcome: Walnut Hills cultivates and sustains a vibrant neighborhood.
Current Situation
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association
meetings are not well attended.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association is
active and meetings are well attended.

Walnut Hills’ residents are not actively
involved in the community.

Walnut Hills’ residents are actively
volunteering within the community.

Walnut Hill’s neighbors do not interact with
each other and display a sense of disinterest.

Walnut Hills has a reputation of a friendly and
supportive neighborhood.

Walnut Hills’ neighborhood achievements are
not publically acknowledged.

Walnut Hills’ neighbors and achievements are
acknowledged during an annual celebratory
event.

Walnut Hills residents’ needs are not being
addressed.

Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association
prioritizes residents’ needs through
deliberations.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood





Walnut Hills’ Residents
Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association
Walnut Hills churches and religious
organizations
Local businesses

Inside the Neighborhood




Outside the Neighborhood
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YMCA
Cleveland Pre K-8
University of Dayton
William Smith redoing the Walnut Hills
Park Hockey Rink

Apathetic residents
Lack of relationships
Transient residents

Outside the Neighborhood



City of Dayton
Non-resident landlords

Engaged and Active Community
Development of a communication system using the modern means of the internet
and conventional ways of paper newsletters, brochures and advertisements.

Action Steps










Neighborhood Association appoints Public Relations Chair and determines
expectations.
Public Relations Chair recruit co-chairs as needed.
Determine communication assets and goals.
Solicit community partners (churches, Cleveland Pre K-8, and local businesses) to
distribute Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association Newsletter.
Distribute hard copy and electronic newsletter to neighborhood residents four to five
days before the Neighborhood Association meeting.
Maintain and up keep Walnut Hills Facebook page and blog.
Create neighborhood directory to increase neighborhood conversations and
recruitment for neighborhood projects.
Implement incentive program for being an active neighborhood resident.
Solicit businesses for gift cards, coupons and other incentive items.
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Housing Investment
Key Outcome: The Walnut Hills neighborhood retains and attracts residents through high
quality and affordable housing.
Current Situation
There are 246 abandoned properties in the
neighborhood, ten percent of the housing
units.
There is no external investment to improve
and develop the neighborhood’s housing
stock.
There is 47.4% home ownership.
The neighborhood’s average home energy
cost per year is higher than normal due to
energy inefficiencies within the houses.
There is no sustained relationship between
landlords and the neighborhood.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
The neighborhood has at least one of the
vacant properties annually on the City of
Dayton REAP list.
The neighborhood has a partner for housing
redevelopment such as CityWide
Development, St. Mary Development, or Full
Circle Development.
There is 55% home ownership.
The average home energy cost is reduced by
at least ten percent per year.
An active relationship exists between
landlords and the neighborhood
association.

Assets/Gifts/Resources












Inside the Neighborhood
Investment in housing has already
increased as vacancies decrease
There are many affordable and highquality homes currently present in the
neighborhood.
Previous success stories of
rehabilitating houses, such as the “This
Old Crack House” blog.
The existing Neighborhood Association
Outside the Neighborhood
Vectren interested in being involved.
Previously existing development
partners, such as Full Circle.
The City of Dayton Real Estate
Acquisition Program (REAP)

Challenges/Barriers
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Inside the Neighborhood
There is a high rate of housing turnover.
Residents are unaware of each other and
neighbors do not reach out and
recognize neighborhood successes.
The lack of home upkeep on the
residents’ behalf discourages potential
buyers from relocating to the
neighborhood
Outside the Neighborhood
Walnut Hills does not have any external
involvement that could help with the
procedures of qualifying a property for
the REAP list.
Many of the landlords are absentee and
out-of-state.
Perceptions of crime detract from people
moving into the neighborhood.

Housing Investment
Get a House on the REAP List!
The neighborhood association should recruit local partners and officials to assist with
adding nuisance properties on the City of Dayton’s REAP list. This list allows potential
developers to acquire abandoned or tax-delinquent properties at a reduced cost through
the foreclosure process. Adding a property annually is a method to attract new
stockholders to invest in the neighborhood’s future.
Action Steps


Organize a neighborhood committee to take ownership of the initiative to add a
property to the REAP list.



Meet with city officials to learn logistics of the REAP process.



Evaluate properties and then select one with the highest potential of being added to
the REAP list.



Establish a relationship with a local development partner (e.g. Full Circle or St. Mary
Development Corporation) to discuss housing development opportunities.

Energy Savings Web-based Game (www.dropoly.com)
The neighborhood should participate in this new web-based game to help with savings on
their monthly energy bills. Residences will be able to virtually build their home online and
track their energy usage and savings. The savings on energy bills will allow residences to
invest in their homes and local businesses. There will be prizes awarded to the top energy
savers in the neighborhood.
Action Steps


Establish a committee to work with website developers to promote the game
throughout the neighborhood.



Provide assistance for residents unfamiliar with the World Wide Web.



Partner with utility companies (e.g. Vectren and DP&L) to educate neighborhood on
energy saving techniques and prize donations.



Create a savings report after the first year of the entire neighborhood to show
progress.
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Neighborhood Beautification
Key Outcome: Neighborhood residents take pride and responsibility in creating and
maintaining an attractive neighborhood.
Current Situation
Neighbors are displeased with the amount
of trash in the neighborhood.

Desired Future (Outcomes)
Fifty percent of all blocks have trash free
alleys.

There is a large amount of trash and bulk
waste, only cleaned by infrequent alley
sweeps.
There are currently no incentives for house
owners and renters to maintain their
property.
There is minimal knowledge of the
boundaries of the neighborhood.

There is a neighborhood bulk waste
response team led by a volunteer
coordinator.
There is a recognition program for wellmaintained houses in the neighborhood.

Walnut Hills Park is no longer funded by the
city, and the neighborhood has limited
resources in maintaining it.

There is visible signage of the
neighborhood’s boundaries at key
intersections and landmarks.
Walnut Hills Park is one of Dayton’s most
beautiful public parks.

Assets/Gifts/Resources

Challenges/Barriers

Inside the Neighborhood












Walnut Hills Neighborhood Association
Local Neighborhood Media resources
like the neighborhood blog, facebook
page and newsletter
Good relationship with the City of
Dayton Police Department and local
precinct.
Educational institutions such as
Cleveland PreK-8 and Belmont High
School
Multiple successful and well-established
businesses within the neighborhood
that might provide sponsorship
Library and Churches
Neighbors’ donation

Inside the Neighborhood
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Outside the Neighborhood
Southeast priority board
UD Students and Programs
Potential partners for park
(MetroParks)
Business’ donation
St. Mary’s Development Corp.





Old age of some residents makes
property maintenance difficult.
Negative effects of dumping on
community appearance not recognized
by the individuals dumping.
Constant struggle of motivating renters
to care for their properties like owners
do.
A lack of available funds within
neighborhood currently for signage
projects.
Current lack of volunteers to keep up
with waste and trash issues.
Neighbors and passers-by have
limited knowledge of and recognition of
the two sides of neighborhood.
Uncooperative businesses.
Outside the Neighborhood
Competition among neighborhoods for
attention and resources.
City of Dayton Parks and Recreation
offers little help to Walnut Hills Park.
Public is not knowledgeable about
where the neighborhood is.

Neighborhood Beautification
Establish neighborhood boundaries using visible signage
The neighborhood should acknowledge its neighborhood boundaries by building visible
signs displaying “Walnut Hills”. The signs should be located at the major intersections and
out-skirt boundaries of the neighborhood. This signage will demonstrate neighborhood’s
ownership as well as community pride and unity in a physical manner. The sign will also
make passer-byers to take notice of Walnut Hills. Another option in place of or in addition
to the entrance signs would be having banners on the light poles with a message about
Walnut Hills. The banners could be switched out to display upcoming events.

Action Steps:





Organize a signage committee within the neighborhood association.
Identify the number of signs to be made and the desired entrances to situate them.
Construct a cost/analysis outline of the projected development.
See if there are local businesses that do sign making and consult them.



Apply for neighborhood improvement grants and seek out contributions from
neighborhood businesses.
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Appendices
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Leadership in Building Communities
Neighborhoods and Partners
YEAR NEIGHBORHOODS

PARTNERS

1995 Edgemont and Twin Towers

Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition, St. Mary’s
Development Corporation
M. L. King (multiple associations)

1996 Southern Dayton View
1997 MacFarlane and Springfield
1998 Fairgrounds

McFarlane Neighborhood Association, St. Mary’s
Development Corporation
Fairgrounds Neighborhood Association

1999 Rubicon Park District

Rubicon Park Master Plan

2000 Huffman and South Park

Huffman NDC and Historic South Park, Inc.

2001 Edgemont and Twin Towers

Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition East End
Community Services
Dayton View CDC (multiple) and Fairgrounds
Neighborhood Association
Wright-Dunbar, Inc.

2002 Dayton View and Fairgrounds
2003 Wright-Dunbar and Wolf Creek

2004 Grafton Hill/Five Oaks/ Riverdale Grandview Hospital/ Renaissance Alliance
2005 Old North Dayton/ McCook Field Old North Dayton and McCook Field
Neighborhood Associations
2006 Walnut Hills

Walnut Hills Association

2007 Carillon

Carillon Civic Council

2008 Wright-Dunbar/Wolf Creek/
MacFarlane/West Third St.
2009 Comprehensive Neighborhood
Redevelopment
2010 Old North Dayton/ McCook Field

Wright-Dunbar, Inc. and the neighborhood
associations
Phoenix Project, South Park and Twin Towers

Old North Dayton and McCook Field
Neighborhood Associations
2011 Wolf Creek and Southern Dayton Helping Hands, Ole Dayton View, Jane Reece,
View
Dayton View Historic
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