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Duplicate master activities help children better
understand Mary- her relationship to Jesus and her
importance in the Church. Through activities such as
coloring, matching, mobiles, word finding, and praying B e i
children will be encouraged to follow the example of

L s 11410 1 I
Mary in believing in Jesus and being faithful to God. gﬂmm
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1.Mary Says Yes to God The story of the Annuciation suggests how children can also acl
like children of God.

2. Mary Visits Elizabeth A maze illustrates Mary's journey to visit her cousin Elizabeth and
children read Elizabeth's words of greeting to Mary.

3. Mary Thanks God After reading the Magnificat, Mary's thank-you to God, children write a
thank-you prayer of their own.

4. A Mary Prayer, the Hail Mary A banner for children to decorate and take home.

S.Mary Gives Birth to God's Son Using puppats, children remember and tell the Nativity
story,

6. Jesus Is Important to All People A coloring activity shows Mary presenting Jesus to
the wise men.

7.Mary and Joseph Present Jesus A maobile inspired by the presentation at the Temple
includes five of the seven sorrows: the Flight into Egypt, the Loss of Jesus in the Temple,
the Carrying of the Cross, the Crucifixion, and the Taking Down from the Cross.

8.Mary and Joseph Lose Jesus in the Temple Word find puzzie with words from the
Gospel story.
9.Jesus, Mary, and Joseph Live in Nazareth How and whera the Holy Family lived.

10. Mary Sees What People Need at a Wedding Children fill-in voice balloons to
complete the story of the Wedding at Cana.

11. Mary Follows Jesus A game showing ways children can follow Jesus.

12. Mary Stands at the Cross of Jesus Reminds children that Mary stayed with Jesus,
aven through His suffering, and that they loo are expected to comfort the suffering.

13. Mary and Jesus’ Followers Receive the Holy Spirit A choral reading prayer service
for Pentecost

14. Mary Is the Mother of the Church, the First to Believe in Her Son What mothers
do for families, Mary has done for the Church.

15. From Beginning to End, God Filled Mary with Grace A poster showing important
events in Mary's lifa. ,

16. What Is the Rosary? Learning how to pray the Rosary.

17.The Mysteries of the Rosary Puzzies and drawing activities for the joyful, sorrowful,
and glorious mysteries.

18. What Special Days Honor Mary? A crossword puzzle made from the feast days
celebrating Mary. #

19. My Name Is Mary Names that honor Mary from around the world.
20. We Honor Mary in Qur Churches Exploring your own church for ways to honor Mary.
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1 Mary Says Yes to God

@- R I T
147 An Angel Announces Jesus’ Birth e -
. God sant the angel Gabriel to a young become pregnant, have a son, and give Him
F  woman nalhed Mary, who lived in the town  the name Jesus. He will be called the Son of
L of Mazareth. Mary was engaged to Joseph, God."
[ who belonged to the family of David. Mary said, “How can this happan? | am ;
The angel said to her, “Hail, Mary, you are  not yel married.” .1
very special to God. The Lord is with you. The angel said, “The Holy Spirit will come
You are special among women,” o you. The baby will be the Son of God.”
.-~ These words worried Mary. She wondered  Mary said, “Yes, let it happen the way you -
what they could mean. have said. | will be the mother of God’s Son.” §
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Adapied from Luke 1.26-38

P Mary. You are very speeial to God, You will

= 3 T LT

The angel calls Mary to ba tha Mather of God's Son.
Each day people call us to act like children of God.

Look at the cartoons below. Write in the amply voice
wns ways you can say yes and act as a child of

yeu help
us clean up

us hew te

[ you help
pln.}r Old Maid?

.Ttl'r1 durfng,
recess ¢




2 Mary Visits Elizabeth

How quickly can you get Mar
from her home in Nazareth
Elizabeths home in +he hill
country of Jﬁﬂﬂn_ a hundred
miles awey ¢

Mary hurried into the hill country of Judeato '
vigit Elizabeth, her cousin. Like Mary,
Elizabath was going to have a baby:
Elizabeth saw Mary coming and went out to
welcome her. As soon as Mary said hello,
the baby inside Elizabeth leaped.

The Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth and she
said, “Mary, you are very special to God and
50 is the baby inside you. Who am | that the
mother of God should come to visit me? As
soon as you said hello, the baby inside me
leaped for joy. You believed God and trusted
God's words 1o you.”

Mary hugged Elizabeth and began
praying a thank-you prayer to God.




3 Mary Thanks God

Mary prays a thank-you prayer to God about

Read Hannah's prayer in 1 Samuel 2.1-10. Read

being the mother of God's Son. Mary's prayer is like Mary's prayer below. Write your own thank-you
the prayer ef Hannah, who prayed especially fora  prayer.

son and thanked God when she bacame pregnant.

TR P rET T
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+ 1-My whole self says, “God is great”
How God fills me with joy!

Although | am lowly, God has noticed me.
All ppople forever will call me blessed.

My God has done great things for me;
Holy Is God's name.

To all who fear God, God shows mercy.
God humbles proud people.

The mighty are brought down;
the poor God ralses up.

The hungry God fills with good things;
the rich are sent away with nothing.

and all thair childran. Amesn.

God remembers and keeps the promise made
long ago to our ancestors Abraham and Sarah

EﬂEﬂEDEE:ﬂ:D=ﬂ=ﬁJ

My Thank-You

Thank You, God.
You do great things for me.

| know, God, that You love me
and keep Your promises.

| thank You, God, for all my

ancestors who have taught
me to believe in You.

EGE DEGE nEu.ﬂnﬂ nﬂaq




4 A Mary Prayer, the Hail Mary

r~ '“"'P
The angel Gabriel said, "Hail, Mary, you are very Find which

m mm IS with you. You are t me as s of the angel Gabriel and
: the wrd of Eliz bei Decorate the banner.
Mary's cousin Elizabaeth said, “Mary, you are very Gﬂh it, ! n:-u dh-aepil in your room to
spoﬁmmﬁudandm is the baby inside you.” nd}rﬂ o pray the Hail Mary often.

QHMIL MAIW ful cfgrace
the LORP is WlTh Vou.

Blessed are you among women '
c:md blessed is the fruit :
© of your womb, JESUS.

HoLY MARY,

mother of God,
pray forus sinners now
and at the hour of our deafh
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 Jasus ls Born
Joseph went from Nazareth to Bethlehem, son and wrapped Him in swaddling
the city of fhe family of David, to register clothes and laid Him in a manger, because
for the census. Mary, his wife, who was there was no room for them in the place
pragnant, went with him. where travelers stayed.

While Mary and Joseph were in
. Bathlehem, she gave birth to her first-born

Adapted from Luke 2.4-7

Read +he
whale story
in Luke 2,]-20

Y A

il

Color these figures 1o use in telling the story of together. Remember and tell in partners what you
Jasusg birth. Cut them out. Shape them into know of the story of Jesus’ birth using the puppets.

standing puppets by taping or gluing the tabs




6 Jesus Is Important to All People

— 4
an.r:d.'p-\..;‘r-j-..r--.;,. . -

" The Wise Men

After Jesus birth in Bethlehem wise men found the child with Mary, His mother. They
from the ea®t came to the country of Israsl, fell down before Jesus and honored Him.
The star went ahead of them to Bethlehem  They gave Him gifts, then went home

and stood still over the place where the child  another way.

was. The wise men went into the house and Adepled toom Madthaw 2.1-12 _n

e | et Sz e, e

| tan .

1 red ""-.“”r"””"“”"l

3 plue 1hr?']"“"IIIIIIIII f
4 green p T 4
5 yellow
b gald

T brown

These visitors from outside |srael show us Jesus  color code to finish this traditional picture of Mary
was important to all people, not just to the Jews. and Jesus. Cut the picture out and frame it with
Artists have often painted the scene of Mary black construction paper.
prasenting Jesus to the three visitors. Follow the



7 Mary and Joseph Present Jesus

M Mary and Joseph Take Jesus to the Temple .

: When ‘was slill just a baby, Mary and God. An old man named Simeon saw Mary,

- Joseph Him to the Temple to present Jesus, and Joseph in the Temple. Simeon

-, Him to God. This was a religious custom for blessed them and said to Mary, “This is a

- Jewish families. Mary and Joseph followed special child. He will upset people, and you ]
the Law of Moses and made a special gift to will many times be sad bacause of Hm." .

NS P B Adapied from Luke 2.22-35

Color and cut out the scenes showing some of
the sad happenings in the life of Jesus and Mary.
We sometimes call these sad happenings Mary's
sorrows. Arrange the sorrows in chronological order
and make a mobile.



8 Mary and Joseph Lose Jesus in the Temple

" Jesus Stays in the Temple '
Every year Mary and Joseph went to they found Him in the Temple sitting among
JerusalBm to celebrate the great feast of the teachers. He was listening and asking
Passover. When Jesus was twelve years old, them questions.

Mary and Joseph decided that He was old Mary said, “Why have You stayed here?
enough to go along. When Mary and Joseph We have looked all over for You.”
started home, Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. “I had to be in My Father's house,” Jesus
They walked all day looking for Jesus said.
-4 among their friends and relatives on the Jesus went home with Mary and Joseph
. road. When they didn't find Him, Mary and and grew in wisdom and grace.
Joseph retumed to the city. On the third day ed rom Luke 2.41-52
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" - ~illustration gives you an idea of what the Holy

O Jesus, Mary, and Joseph Live in Nazareth

The Bible tells us very little about the life of the
Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. We know
that Joseph was a carpenter, 50 Jesus may have
helped him and learned some carpantry. Mary P—
must have ground wheat, made bread, and

carried wirer. We know that Jesus learned to i”j;ﬂt
read the Jewish Scriptures, the Holy Writings of Hazareth
His people that Christians call the Old Testament. & *

Look at the map of Israel, the country where -
Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived. The map shows & 3
Mazareth, the town where they lived. The e

e g

Family's house was like.
Find at least 1o hidden ohjects
for cooking and doing
carpentry-
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10 Mary Sees What People Need

at a Wedding

7 Mary Askg Jesus to Help

. One day there was a marriage in the village
of Cana near Nazareth. Mary, the mother of
Jesus, was there and so were Jesus and
some of His followers. During the
celebration Mary noticed that the wine ran

-, .out. She found Jesus and said, "They have

- No more wine."

Jesus said, "How does this concern Mae?

My time has not yet comeg.”

0 Mary told the people waiting on the tables,

E-L “Do what Jesus tells you.”

Jesus said to them, “Fill these water jars
with water” They filled the jars. Then Jesus
said, “Now take them to the head waiter”

The head waiter tasted what was in the jar
and said, "You have saved the best wine
until now”

This was the first sign that showed who
Jesus was, and His followers believed in

im.
Him Adapied from John 2.1.12

e

is happening in each square? Read the Gospel

I story Mary Asks Jesus to Help. Fill in the empty

il

, Look at the four cartoon squares. What do you think  voice balloons in each cartoon square with the

words from the Gospel story.

/)
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11 Mary Follows Jesus

Mary believed in Jesus and followed Him. She

c . . always loved and trusted Him. Play the game on
‘}' b‘!“t? : : n this page to think about ways you can follow
me Jesus every day. Roll a die. Move the number of
moather or

spacas on the die. When you land on a space
with words, follow the directions there. What
does the game teach you about how to follow

relative




12 Mary Stands at the Cross of Jesus

I;'H'"_J.r""
ﬁdlury is with Jesus When He Dies

, MNear Jesus on the cross stood His mother, Jesus said to John, "This is your mother.” %
* His mother's sister, the wife of Clopas, Then He said to Mary, “This is your son.” *

.. and Mary Magdalene. Jesus saw His From then on Mary lived in John's home. E
a7) :mmhaf and with her His friend John. Adapaed from John W2 il
, . ) Fo W 'r
DDA .-,'r_':-,l..'.‘r

Draw a picture of someone who is with yeu when you
are sad er hurt Draw apicture of semmeone you are with when
hey are $ad er Rurt. TEll Someone about your picture.
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13 Mary and Jesus’ Followers Receive

the Holy Spirit

A Pentecost Cl'rpu! Reading Prayer Service

Mary: Come, Holy Spirit.
Fill us with love.
Narmater 1: The Apostles, the women who
followed Jesus, and Mary, Jesus'
mother, all prayed together as one.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.
Fill us with love.

MNamator 2 A sound like a strong wind filled the
room where they were sitting. Flames
like fire rested upon each one.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.
Sat our hearts on fire.

Mamator 3: Peter stood up, full of the Spirit, to talk
to the people in Jerusalem, people
from every nation.

Women: Come, Holy Spirit.
Teach us words In every language.

Peter: Jesus was crucified and died. God has
raised Him up. We are the witnesses.

All: Come, Holy Spirit. 0 !{

We are the witnesses. o é

Complete +he sentences af
+he end of the prayer service.
Pray +he prayer Service

&

Peter: Jesus sits at the Father's right hand. He
has poured out the Holy Spirit upon us.

Apostles: Yes, Jesus is the Lord.
Women: Yes, Jesus is the Messiah.

Mary: Yes, Jesus is the One long promisad by
God.

All: Come, Holy Spirit.
Where people are sad, give them

Aposties: Where people are worried,

give them
Women: Where people are in danger,

give them
Peter: Where people have given up,

give them
Mary: Where people are unwanted,

give them

All: Coma, Holy Spirit.
Flll us with love. Amen.

Y

i,

B #L Il = b



14 Mary Is the Mother of the Church,
the First to Believe in Her Son

Mary was Jesus’ mother. She took care of Him to spread the Good News of Jesus' resurrection,
the way motherg do. She knew that Jesus had to Because Mary was Jesus mother, she is also the
grow up and go away. Sometimes she came to hear mother of His brothers and sisters in God's famity—
Jesus teach and she was with Him when He died.  all of us in the Church,

After Jesus’ died, rose again, and went back to Look at the illustration. In what ways is the
His Father, Mary stayed with John and Jesus' other mothar caring for her family? Circle each way you
followers. They depended on her as Jesus had find. Write ways we show that wa believe Mary is
done. She was probably with them on Pentecost mother of the Church and cares for us.
wheér the Holy Spirit came to give them the strength

R
A2

1 i
VN " . e
sy e f\vry




15 From Beginning to End, God Filled Mary
with Grace

Mary was filled with God's blessings from the  Color and cut out the pictures and arrange them
very moment she was conceived in her mother. in chronological order. Then number them and
This page lllustrefes important events in Mary's paste them on another sheeat of paper to make a
Iife. Cut out the title strips at the bottom of the poster.
page and paste them under the correct pictures.

II
.. 1

Jesus' Birth )
Assumption
Annunciation

Visitation
Mary listening to Jesus teach
Mary af Jesus Cross
Finding in The Temple

B




16 WhatIs the Rosary?

(ﬂnr'lnr each bead on which you say
Hail Mqrw_.r blue. Color the bead

nn w Nich say the B
w . S - iz .

Gl be another ) () kel A\ ‘
(O 57 S

'-'JI"

the Mother of God, and think about events in

. The rosary is a prayer in which we honor Mary, .

her life and in tha life of Jesus. The rosary .
"} has*baen a popular prayer with Catholics
/ ever since the twelfth century. .
To pray the rosary, start by making the S o ':' .
A -*"'

Sign of the Cross. Then take the cross in

your hand and say the Aposties’ Creed. On e .

the first bead, say the Our Father. Say a Hail 7

Mary for each of the next three beads. Then B ..}_ o .)
pray the Glory Be to the Father on the last o

bead. The rosary leader usually says the

first part of each prayer and everyone else

answers with the second part.
The main part of the rosary is usually .

al |.__. -..

#
L]
r.’

joined to the cross and first five beads by a
medal. Say the Our Father as you hold the
medal batween your fingers. Then move to
the first of the ten beads of one side of the
medal and say a Hail Mary for each bead.
Whan you reach the single bead at the end,
say the Glory Be to the Father. You have just
said a decade (decade means ten) of the

rosary.

If you wish to say the whole rosary, keep .

your fingers on the single bead and say the

. Our Father again. Continue as before.
Sometimes it is hard to keep your

T

‘A

thoughts on the words you are saying. Try .

ity thinking about the event in the life of Jesus

) or Mary which the leader announced when L,
J& beginning the decade. Or, just relax and let . £.
o the words of the prayers which you are >
:l‘ saying be the background 10 your » Jl_...-*'

. axperience of God's presence. The rosary is =
., '_ a way to help you become quiel 50 you can .o

think about Gn-l:l i e

L



17 The Mysteries of the Rosary

When people pray the rosary together, the leader
usually announces an event in Jasus or Mary's life
belore baginning each decade. We call these fiteen
events which go with the rosary the mystenes of the
rosary. Mystery means a truth that God reveals to
us but we cannot understand completely. For
instance, the fact that Jesus is both God and
human is a mystery.

Cmnos,m

Joytul Mysteries
1. Mary finds qut she is going to be God's mother
(The MnumTaﬁnn}l .
2. Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth (The ‘l."i.,..itatim]n
3. Jesus is born in a stable (The NaL!.uinr]
4 Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the Temple
(The Prasent _lion)

5. Mary and Joseph find Jesus al’tafHastaya
behind in the Templa

When the rosary first started in the Middle Ages
people called it Mary's Psalter bacause the one
hundred and fifty Hail Marys in the filteen decades
of the rosary is the same as the number of psalms
in the Bible. Most people did not learn to read in
ﬂmaedayammyingﬂmmaawwnawaﬂm
them to be reminded about the important events of
Jesus' life and to think about them prayerfully.

mbd uﬁwmmh for each

ary.

rin
mw T'r}‘_t;:\. c-n 1-“‘1.1 pnqirgg MoK 8 o

Gloricus Mysteries

1. Jesus rises from Hiatnmh{ThaFtasunec.rian]
2. Jasus retumns to His Famarl{'l'l'-e.ﬁ.s..aﬂﬁk}n}
3. The Holy Spirit comes to Jesus' friands

4. l.hrylallak&nlntuhamr&n boady and soul

rrzdaqnmnfham-nnandeanh

{ThB m}un:

Ifiyuu r;.nn nlih the words in the

ﬁ:ﬁ.“nqm: *aﬂ.f';‘\{n?: nwwh#

hll- ped pecple learn about the rosary

Sorrowful Mysterles

1. Jesus prays to His Father before the soldiers
come (The Agony in the Gar. )

2. Jesus is beaten (The rging at the Pillar)

3. Jesus is mocked as a king (The Em-.-.r__mg with
Thorns)

4. Jesus carries His cross
E-Jﬁusdmmlhammcmcﬁﬁmn]




18 wWhat Special Days Honor Mary?

There are many feast days celebrating Mary 15), and the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
during the Church year. Three of these are holy {January 1).
days of obligafldn, days we attend Mass as we do Other feast days celebrate other events of Mary's
on Sunday. These are the Feasts of the Immaculate life or tithes under which she is honored. Use all you
Conception (December 8), the Assumption (August  know about Mary to solve this crossword puzzie.

Z)

%o
JRE0Rene
.

T
—
'fl. 1 [ |
Jusnasls a
Tt I I T I T
1.1
FT I TIITIT]

s
@-::s
I W e

ST\ PR \ —

5. March 25: The angel Gabriel

1. January 1: This feast praises Mary as

of God and of the Church. to Mary that she would be God’s mother.
2. December 12: Spanish-speaking people honor €, August 22: We call Jesus Christ the King, and
Mary as Our Lady of Mary is the

3. September 15: Because she knows what it is like 7, December 8: Mary was free from —___from the
to suffer, Mary is honored as Our Lady of . first moment of her existence.
4, September 8: Mary has a 8. October 7: Praying the i5 & way to
like everyone else. honor Mary,
9. May 31: Mary visits her cousin
10. August 15: Mary's being taken into heaven is
called the .




19 My Name Is Mary

Children all over the world are named Mary.
Sometimes they spell and pronounce it as we do in

#.

Hi! My name is Mary
| live in Worthington. lowa.

My name is Jacques Maria,
I'm named for Mary, too.
My penpal in ItahrisM....“ﬁ__ru.
H]rﬂm'mdlanfnﬂndla.rr.!riﬁ-

My name is Maire.

| live in Dublin, Ireland.
Some of my friends are
Maura,

Maur

Me llamo Maria.

Vivo en Lima, el Pard.
My friends are

Marita

-~
Draw a line from the name 1o tha title of Mary from
which the name comaes.

North America. However, there are many other
ways to say and write it, too. Here are some
examples.

Joa m'appelle Maria.
J'habite & Paris.
Some of my friends are
Mimi
Mari
Mari : E_F
m" & i
T T F"Ja ET- o

In England some
Mary names are;
May

Molty

Polly. In Israel a Mary

is called Miriam.

In Scotland a
nicknama for Mary
is Minnie.

Maine Nahme
ist Maria

Lupe Our Lady of Victory
Dolorea Mary, Star of the Sea
Mercedes Our Lady of Guadalupe
Rosaria Our Lady of Sorrows
Madonna Qur Lady of the Rosary
Victoria Mary, Mother of God
Stella Bur Lady of Mercy

\ /

1o finish +the names

Lise the alphabet code ]
{hat need more |eHers.

B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|L

A C
121314 gleghidihalia
N P

7
TIUV W] X|Y|Z
20021122123 29125126

D o

5
OIP|QIR
1915116117118

——



20 we Honor Mary in Our Churches

Every Catholic church has some way to honor of the church as well as the inside.
Mary and siyow her importance. Look around your Use this page to record your findings. If your
parish church. Find all the ways people in your church has more ways to honor Mary than you can
parish leam about Mary's importance to Jesus and fit on this page, use a second sheet of paper.
her importance to us. Be sure to look on the outside

L

—F

-

[ Stations of the Cross Mary is

e NO— 1
. Mary is

=
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